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Ben’s Bin
Rev. James Cubie is coming to get our Daughter Church going. The Session has called a
congregational meeting for 7/1 to call the Rev. James Cubie. He is coming to us with
excellent credentials and experience- commended by the denomination’s leaders to us.
Our Evangelist Search Committee has worked and prayed really hard. James is a native of
Washington D.C. but his mother’s family is from Wilmington and his father lives in
Bluffton. James is married to Tara and they have two children- Lina (12) and Jack (1).
We are grateful to the Evangelist Search Committee (Trip Chavis chair, Jane Jameson,
Robbie Johnson, Rebekah Gilliam, Chris Dunbar, Jim Rowell (presbytery rep) and Blaine
Hill) for their hard and prayerful work. This is something we have talked about since 1998
and is a dream come true from God for us. Please pray for this meeting and pray for the
transition the Cubies will have to our area. Hopes are that he will be able to come this
August and get settled by the time school starts.

Family Picnic and Fireworks!
Most know that fireworks came from China. America imported $296 million in
fireworks in 2016. John Adams one fo our founding fathers and presidents said, he
hoped the anniversary of independence would be marked for years to come by
“guns” and “bonfires” and “illuminations.”
Fireworks at the lake is especially wonderful as the lake reflects and
increases both the sound and the multiplies the sight by at least two. This is the
thirtieth year we have had fireworks at the lake (but our 33 rd gathering). The
last couple have been problematic with things not going as they should. But I
will not forget two years ago when the fireworks were delayed but a
thunderstorm came and God had some fireworks of His own.
Come join us at LMPC Fellowship Place (931 Sugar Mill Rd. Wessinger left on Old Lexington; left on Jake Meetze; right on Old Forge; right on Sugar
Mill). There will be food, fun, bluegrass music, and fireworks. The land has
expanded this year (thanks to the generosity of Jean and Milton Moore). A
Picnic Palace has been set up with fans and electricity, along with a new view
of the lake. Hamburgers and hotdogs will be provided by men and women of
LMPC. Bring a side dish for your family +2 to assure picnic food for all
(appetizer, casserole, beans, slaw, chips, salad, sandwiches, dessert, etc).
Tea and water are provided. Also bring a lawn chair /blanket.

Church Events


June 30 - Fireworks LMPC
Fellowship Place



July 4 - Church Office
Closed



July 15-20 – LMPC to
Camp Fellowship



July 16&17 - Picture Make
up days



July 30-Aug 2 – VBS



August 19 - Blessing of
the Backpacks



August 26 - Rally Day

Blaine's Bay
Worship is a peculiar activity.
Every human being who ever
lived is made with a drive and
desire to worship. While a few
people disavow the innate quality
of being human, all people
experience awe, wonder and
marvel. Humans are made to
worship, and only the most
hampered heart does not find
something or someone to adore.
I have been working with
the team who is organizing a
mid-week worship service:
WOW, or Worship on Wednesday. And I have been thinking a
little about the worship service of
the Daughter Church. It has ben
fun to look again at contemporary
music resources and to think
about how we can draw on the
tradition of hymnody in the

church. After 2,000 years of
gathering for worship, Jesus’
church has a very deep well of
worship resources.
It has been even more exciting to consider what we are
calling people to do in creating a worship
service.
Through organizing music
and selecting songs, by picking sermon subjects and deciding service times, by arranging food trucks and
downloading presentation
software we are working at
the details of arranging an
encounter between people and
the God of the cosmos. By
calling people to worship, we
are inviting people to open
their hearts to worship the
God who adores them.

It is so easy, but so careless,
to think of worship as one
activity among others in our
week. But worship is the
chance to stop all other
activity in order to open our
hearts—whether they are
thrilled by the Lord or
broken by life—for something that is utterly different
from most of what we do.
This month, I urge you to
come to worship with great
expectations, expectations to
encounter the king of heaven
and earth.

Church Website
Update
Sometime in July we plan
to have a fully updated
website, with the launch
of our church mobile
application to follow
soon! The electronic
calendar and giving site
still functional as normal,
but please bear with us
until the website once
again works at full
capacity.

GOoD Works Blitz 2018
We are in the midst of the 2018 blitz as of the publishing of this July newsletter. We are glad for all the
energetic and supportive volunteers who have come out to the more than half a dozen work projects in this
year’s local service blitz. Look for a full update in the August newsletter.

Tracie’s Treasures

Last month LMPC had a special prayer service. It was a beautiful time where a few of us gathered to pray for peace. As we lifted up
the world, our nation, our community, and our church, above all else, we prayed for peace with God. It was the day of the North
Korea summit and I found the prayers that day especially moving. Before I was born my great-uncle was the first person killed in the
Korean War from Mecklenburg County. Uncle Bobbly was not a fighter so he had become a cook. The mess tent was bombed. I
always regretted I never got to know the interesting young man about whom my family spoke so warmly and I was fascinated by the
his simple grave with the cross in the middle.
A world without peace is world in pain. In the Bible this peace is wholistic. It is not just an absence of violence or disagreement. It is
a true coming together without divisions. It is unity grounded in purity, grace, and love. Shalom includes the heart, soul, body, and
mind. It is about health and wellness, community and friendship, forgiveness and restoration. But shalom is also about freedom from
brokenness, anger, pain, grief, separation, loneliness, and even disease and death.
Jesus, the Prince of Peace, came so that nations would one day come together on that glorious day when every knee will bow before
Him and war will be no more. But the peace of Jesus is even greater than this. Sin separates us from God and one another. It divides
us and corrupts all of our relationships. Jesus came to grant us peace with God by removing the separation from God’s awesome
holiness that our sins create. Jesus died on the cross to pay the price for these sins so that we might be clothed in His righteousness.
His glorious resurrection demonstrates that having broken sin’s power, death itself, the most brutal and fearful consequence of our
disobedience of God, has been conquered. Sin no longer has a claim on those who belong to Jesus. And because we are made right
with God, we can be made right with one another. We demonstrate this each week in worship. We confess our sins to God, are
assured that He forgives us, and then we are freed to forgive each other and greet each other in peace. Truly Jesus has “made peace
through the blood of His cross.”
As forgiven and faithful followers of Christ, we seek so spread this peace. This year our theme at LMPC is “bearing fruit and
spreading peace.” And this is what we do as church. Next month our evangelist will arrive to begin our daughter church. We are
starting a new church and growing this one because we want every person to find peace with God. This past week our annual
GoodWorks Blitz saw LMPC reaching out into our community to bring peace and hope where there was poverty and pain. Our Bible
studies and Sunday school seek to give us tools to live as peace-makers and our missions give us practical practice in this. When we
care for each other, we face life challenges together and experience God’s “peace that passes all understanding”. We nurture our
children and youth so that they can grow in grace and one day work for this peace. As we fellowship, serve, and worship together, we
grow in our faithfulness to Christ and to one another, demonstrating that all things are made new in Christ, and we now walk in love,
peace, joy, and hope.
This world can be a scary, cold, uncaring place. Each day we see horrifying depictions of human sin as we watch the nightly news or
read the headlines of the paper. Our nation seems so polarized. Rather than listen and learn from those with whom we disagree, we
insult and demean one another retreating to our own tribes. Our culture robs our children of their innocence and too often stresses
vulgarity and cruelty. Wars, terrorism, school shootings, famine, and disease show us all too plainly the lack of shalom in this world.
But God has made peace with us in Christ and we are called to be instruments of His peace. As we build our daughter church and
begin mid-week worship may we see these exciting opportunities as ways to spread God’s shalom. And we know that one day God
will bring in His reign of eternal peace even as He wipes away every tear from our eye.
As God’s people, He can and will use us to spread peace if we let Him. This week, I had the privilege to meet a pastor from Iraq who
was an ecumenical delegate to the PCUSA General Assembly. He pastors a church in Bagdad. A few years ago ISIS seemed
unstoppable and was headed toward the city. The church gathered and deployed their most powerful weapon against the violence,
hatred, and death that was marching their way. They prayed and fasted. They cast out the enemy in the name of Jesus. And ISIS
never took the city.
As we worshipped and prayed for peace last month, I was so moved by the quiet power of that day. Prayer is the most powerful
weapon we have against the chaos that threaten our peace. It was a privilege to pray privately with friends and watch us all lay our
burdens before the Lord and be renewed. As we left we were at peace. Our circumstances had not changed but we had because our
focus was on the Prince of Peace. I am so excited to see all the powerful ways God will use LMPC to spread His shalom as we grow
our ministry through this new church and our new worship services. May the God of Peace Grant Us Peace - Shalom to You and
Yours, Tracie

Confirmation Class 2018-2019
Confirmation is important in the life of Lake Murray Presbyterian
Church. This is the process where our young people intensively
study the Christian and Reformed faith in order to take primary
responsibility for their relationship with God and become adult
members of this church. Usually this process occurs in eighth
grade but all high schoolers who have not been confirmed are
strongly encouraged to attend the Confirmation Class.

LMPC to the
Fireflies!

Confirmation runs the entire school year. The class studies the
Bible from Genesis to Revelation with an emphasis on covenant
theology and how God is always faithful and keeps His promises
to us even when we break our promises to Him. It includes church
history especially the Reformation and Reformed theology and
worship. Spiritual disciplines such as prayer, service, and
worship are also covered. The young people will explore the
responsibilities of membership in this particular church and the
history of LMPC. The class is taught by Rev. Tracie Stewart and
stresses participation in youth group and other church service
projects. It meets during the Sunday school hour.
If you have a young person in your family who needs to be
confirmed, please contact Tracie. She will be sending out
information later this month on our Confirmation Breakfast on
August 19 during the Sunday School hour. All confirmands and
their families are invited to attend. Class will begin on September
10. If you have any questions, contact Tracie at
tracies.lmpchurch@gmail.com

Prayer Partners 2018-2019
Did you know that every child and youth at LMPC is prayed for
by name daily by a Prayer Partner? This past school year 117
Prayer Partners have prayed for 272 children and youth! Thank
you to every one of you who covers our children, scouts, and
youth with prayer. What a great demonstration this is of LMPC’s
commitment to the next generation! And what a wonderful way to
keep the vows we make each time a child is baptized!
If you are a Prayer Partner, please prayerfully consider continuing
this ministry this next year starting on Rally Day. We will be
contacting you soon to ask you to continue pray, but it would be a
great help if you would email Tracie at tracies.lmpchurch@gmail.com and let her know that you wish to
continue praying the next school year.
Each year as our congregation grows, we need new Prayer
Partners. All you need to do is add a name or two to your daily
prayers. If you are not a Prayer Partner, please email Tracie and
you will be given a child/ren and more information.
It is a great joy to see this ministry grow and the impact it has as
we watch the children and youth in this church grow in their faith
and see the wonderful things that God is doing in their lives.
“The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.”
James 5:16

Our biggest fellowship event of the year was the LMPC
Fireflies game. Last year we had just over 200 take part of
all ages. There are bouncie houses and slides for the kids,
and lots of family fun. This year we will try to sit a bit
closer together so we can get to know one another better.
The game is July 19 at 7:05 (against Augusta). Tickets are
$12 and include hotdog, chip, and drink voucher. The
Fireflies are in a three-way tight race with Charleston and
Asheville for their division. Come cheer them on and have
good fun and fellowship too!

Jane’s Place
Vacation Bible School
Get ready for “Rolling River Rampage!” VBS will be held July 30-August 2 beginning with a light dinner in fellowship
hall at 5:30 pm followed by programming from 6-8 pm. It is open to children 3 years old (must be potty trained or have a
parent helping) through rising 5th graders.
We are in need of raft leaders to move the children from one station to another; additional helpers with opening/closing
music; Preschool recreation leaders; and childcare for volunteers’ children under 3.
We will be decorating fellowship hall on Saturday, July 28 from 9-noon. Come help us transform fellowship hall to a rolling river and camping area. We will put the finishing touches on the different areas following worship on the 29th.
Nursery
We are looking for an additional Sunday morning nursery attendant. If you are interested or know of someone who might
be, please contact Jane at janej.lmpchurch@gmail.com.
Children’s Sunday School
Another school year is around the corner. We are looking for Sunday School teachers for preschool through 7th grade. Ideally, we would like to have a team for each age group, so teachers would be able to teach one Sunday a month and attend
an adult class the rest of the month. On Sunday, July 22 we are going to have a lunch following worship for past Sunday
School teachers and those who would like to know more about teaching. I would like your input on our past curriculum
and a possible new option, plus thank you for your dedication to this ministry. Even if you do not have young children, this
is a great way to get to know some of our youngest and to influence their spiritual growth. This is a vow we make as each
child is baptized.
FAMILY EVENTS

Community Movie Night at Melvin Park, July 14. “The Greatest Showman” begins at 8:45 pm.
Fireflies Game- Thursday, July 19 game at 7:05. Tickets are $12 and include voucher for hot dog, chips and drink. Call
church office to reserve tickets.
We have reserved the shelter at Melvin Park Spray Park for Thursday, August 9 from 5-8 pm. Come cool off and join your
church friends. You can bring your own picnic supper or we will be ordering pizza.

Nursery Volunteers for July
We are not assigning volunteers to July, but beginning a schedule for August-December. Please text
Jane at 673-0556 or email me at janej.lmpchurch@gmail.com if you would be willing to help in the nursery
once or twice a quarter during 10:30 worship.
Children’s Church for July
July 1- Jane Jermac
July 8- Need a volunteer. If you can help, please let Jane know.
July 15- Jane Jermac
July 22- Jane Jermac
July 29- Jane Jermac

Ne

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Did you know Kindermusik classes are offered on-site at Lake Murray Presbyterian Church
throughout the week? Kindermusik is the world leader in cognitive development through
musical training for children from birth (yes, we have classes for infants) through age 7. New classes
are forming all the time and they are so much fun, children don’t realize how much they are learning!
Contact Mary-Elise Wallace at 999-2090 or email her at marysmusicpresents@gmail.com for more
information.
Its time to sign up for our October retreat in beautiful Montreat! The dates available to us ar e Monday, October 22; Tuesday,
October 23; and/or Wednesday, October 24th. It will be peak weekend for fall colors! It will also be peak weekend for food, fellowship,
games and fun. You may choose to stay two nights or three. The registration form is available in the church office.
LMPC Pictorial Directory: All pictures from the June sessions are online. Please follow the directions you were given and choose
your images for the directory and ones you are purchasing. I need them as soon as possible. You can call, text or email me with your
choices. 803.917.9618. nloftis1016@aol.com. You still have time to sign up for pictures!! Makeup dates are July 16 and 17. Cost is $20
plus tax for the directory.
The church office will be closed July 4th. In a pastoral
emergency call Pastor Ben 727-3476.

Elder on Call the week of:

Deacon on Call the week of:

July 1

Ryan Brown

513.3399

July 1

Emily Berry

920.6030

July 8

Patrick Dunbar

513.9506

July 8

Mark Furse

316.2377

July 15

Jane Jameson

730.7331

July 15

Willie Mathias

309.2929

July 22

Liz Knott

917.7968

July 22

Tammy Baxley

360.9609

July 29

Chris Lindler

513.9309

July 29

Vicki Brannon

770.597.9885

Year To Date Church Financial Information

Prayer Request

Year to Date Through June 29, 2018

Income

2018 Budget
$1,107,113

Expenses
Administrative
Property
Missions & Outreach
Worship
Personnel
Other Committees
Total Expenses to Date

YTD Budget
$553,557

46,160
290,110
88,835
6,800
632,964

Budget vs. Actual

22,758
129,497
354
3,370
305,686
17,663
$479,327
-$58,376

CMB outstanding pledges through 5/31/18: $208,636
Budgeted pledged payments per month:

YTD Actual
$495,181

$ 20,366

Budgeted through May:

$101,847

Actual through May:

$ 35,760

*Ann Abrahams; Marjorie Fulmer; Pauline McCarson; Lillian B.
Glenn, *John Brown’s sister; *John Brown; *Effie Overstreet, *David
Ayer, Family of Hau Neckineg; *Jay Johnson and family upon the
passing of his mother; *Carolyn Owens and Family upon the passing
of her mother, Ann Davis; Katie Horton, granddaughter of *Martha
Lavigne; *Erma Kaminer; *Paul Scott and Family upon the passing of
his daughter, Kristen Scott, *Patti Bearden; *Robert Dawkins; Michael
Steele, brother of Cheryl Ayer; Rusty Phillips; *Charles Blau; *Allison
Jasinski; *Robert Gantt; Taylor Brush, son of *Ray and *Susan Brush;
*Coach WF Sullivan; Kim Arenz, friend of *Rick Pascal; Jody Rogers,
son-in-law of *Bill and Dede Elmore; Jessica Cole, Linda McMahahan,
sister of *Judy Chavis; *Fred Moore; Gladys Wyly; *Earl Guilford;
*Patsy Grimes; *Ruth Palassis; *Alyssa Mott; *Daniel White; friends
and family members serving in the military *Alex Shuler; *Tom
Atkinson; *Howard McKeone. (*members)

