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Ben’s Bin
June should be an interesting month at LMPC . We will be working on adding a
bathroom and extra room onto the scout hut. We will be going full steam ahead on
The Cove (youth room renovations in gym). June 2 will be our Jan Overstreet
Memorial Golf Tournament. The youth will be going to Montreat (June 10- 16). The
church will be taking Pictorial Directory pictures (June 11-15, 18-24). June 12 at
12:00 we will have a prayer meeting for healing and peace in the sanctuary. June 19
will be our Migrant Ministry Supper. The GOoDWorks Blitz is our big service/local
mission event of the year June 25-28. Tuesday June 26 (6PM) we will have “Wild
Game Night.” Bring your turkey, fish, gator, venison, antelope, snake, whatever to be
cooked (make sure you have someone or some way to cook it). We will have two
special speakers. Dr. John Yor is the President of the Presbyterian Church of South
Sudan (PCOSS) and Debbie Braaksma is the PCUSA Mission Coordinator for Africa.
They will be speaking about an update on South Sudan and Africa from a Christian
standpoint. We will also begin summer Sunday School June 3 (Faith, Fear, and Gifts
in Fellowship Hall for adults 9:30; Kids go to Room 314 for Gratitude. We will be
praying and designing a different kind of worship service (Casual with food truck and
upbeat music) starting in September. We are actively pursuing a call of the new
leader for our daughter church. We are inquiring about starting an after-school
program maybe as early as August. We are re-designing our Young Adult offerings
and Sunday School classes for the fall. New Member/Inquirers Luncheon is June 24
at 11:30. We are planning on having a Fireworks Viewing June 30 at LMPC Fellowship
Place (931 Sugar Mill Rd). There are also a couple of off-site weddings. Now there
are some who say there is nothing going on here. But that reminds me of the child
who looks at a plate full of steak, potatoes, fresh veggies and says there is nothing to
eat (because dessert isn’t the main course). These events are there for your
discipleship, fellowship, evangelism, and participation when it fits you. Not everyone
can come to everything, so we invite you to find something and take part- listening to
God’s call. Please pray for LMPC.

Church Events


June 3 Graduation Sunday



June 10-16 Youth in
Montreat



June 11-15 Scout Twilight

Camp at LMPC


June 12 Prayer Meeting
Noon



June 25-28 GOoD Works
Blitz



June 26 John Yor @
LMPC, Wild
Game Night



June 30 Fireworks at
LMPC Fellowship Place



July 15-20 LMPC @ Camp
Fellowship



July 19

LMPC to Fireflies
Game

Blaine’s Bay
One of the wonders of reading the Bible with other people is that their experience can help us hear what God is
saying with greater clarity. I was listening to a fifth grader read a story very familiar aloud. I’ve heard the story
of Jesus feeding the crowds so many times, that it can be hard for me to truly pay attention. I was listening with
my ears, but not my whole mind, as she worked through the story in Matthew: boat to a deserted place, crowds,
teaching and healing, the coming of night, send them home. Then a line long familiar to me: “You give them
something to eat.” Except she did not read the simple sentence as I expected. Rather than emphasize the word
you, she read it like a simple explanation of what to do. The crowd is hungry, you give them something to eat.
How often the answer to our challenges and obstacles of faith and life are simply a matter of acting in way that
already rather clear. Our call may be simply to obey the voice of the Lord.
This experience reminded me of the gift of hearing God’s word as fresh and new. If you are not
familiar with scripture, or a portion of scripture, you have the wonderful opportunity to hear it as fresh and
new, even if parts are challenging to understand and apply. If you are blest to know scripture well already,
perhaps you are called to read it with someone less understanding. Perhaps their questions, or simply fresh
reading, will help you in hearing the voice of the living God.
Church Website Update
We are transitioning our digital communications to a new service company. We will have a much better looking
and more useful website and church phone app. Please be patient with an technical challenges arising during the
transition.
Daughter Church Update
Please keep praying for the search committee’s work to find and call an evangelist to lead the work of starting the
daughter church in the Dutch Fork area. We have had numerous conversations and an exciting visit from a very
gifted candidate. God is clearly moving to bring this new work together to share the Gospel. We also conducted
to field trips to learn about the intended ministry area. 15 people joined us on these fun, informative and prayerful
trips.
Jan Overstreet Memorial Golf Tournament
Saturday, June 2nd, 10:00 am tee off. Timberlake Golf Club. $200 per team. Sign up your
team at https://www.planmygolfevent.com/31905-LMPCGolf2018/
We Care Volunteer Opportunity
We Care, the local food pantry, is in need of summer volunteers. If you, or perhaps a student in your home, has a
few hours to give in support of the Chapin area, call We Care at (803) 345-3244. We also need a liaison to keep the
LMPC Mission Committee connected to We Care. If you have a passion to help the hungry and needy in our
community, and good communication and organizational skills, this is a great opportunity to serve. Call Elder
Karen Goon-Johnson at (803) 345-5502 or Elder Cheyrl Boone (803) 413-0242.
Montreat Opportunities
Montreat Conference Center offers programing through out the year. Learn more at www.montreat.org
Sundays, 10:30 a.m. June 3-August 5. If your summer plans take you to Montreat this summer, enjoy worship
in Anderson Auditorium with the people of Montreat.
July 3 at 6 p.m. Linda McKechnie performs for an inspirational evening of sone. Wine and desserts served. You are
invited as a guest of your church, a donor to the Montreat conference center.
Save the Date. Patrons Celebration on Saturday, July 14 at 5:30.

2018
GOoD Works Blitz
June 25th through 28th we will combine our
efforts for service to our own community. You
have heard of mission trips; this is our mission
‘stay.’ We help local neighbors with housing
improvement and safety needs. Middle and High
School youth are actively involved. Younger
children can participate when they bring and
adult to help. Breakfast and lunch are provided
each day. Make the 2018 Good Works Blitz
part of your community service plans for next
year. We especially need crew and project b
leaders with the skills and experience to perform
light to moderate home repair.

The “Crawlspace Crew” prepares to go under
a house to pull out and replace insulation.

Scouts from Troop 411 work on
church members yard.

Are you looking for a way to serve your neighbors?

Do you have a few hours, a day, or more this summer?
Join us at the
LMPC GOoD Works Blitz
Monday, June 25th - Thursday, June 28th!
Volunteers are needed to work on home repair projects (no experience necessary) and to prepare and serve
meals for our volunteers and clients.
Each day will start with a continental breakfast from 8am-8:30am, a devotion and then head out into the
mission field! Breakfast and lunch provided.
Yes! I would like to volunteer at the Blitz!

Name(s): __________________________________
Email address: _______________________________ Phone: ______________________________
Donations Needed: Please circle item(s):
Breakfast and lunch items water Gatorade soft drinks fruit

chips cookies brownies

trash bags (large heavy duty) work gloves
Donations can be dropped off at GOoD Works or left at the church in Room 101 in the gym building.
For more information contact: Mary Higginbotham maryh@goodworksc.org 345-2030 or 606-4779

Tracie’s Treasures
This past month I had the privilege – thanks to LMPC - to encounter the persecuted church personally.
I have always felt drawn to stories of the martyrs throughout church history. Over the past decade, I have
become increasingly aware and concerned that currently more Christians are dying for their faith than ever
before. But this May in London, I met the brothers, daughters, sons, and friends of brave Iranian Christians
who had died for their faith. I was able to meet amazing believers who had been imprisoned, tortured, and
exiled for loving Jesus and loving others in His name. And I was inspired by their courage and determination
to continue to spread the grace, joy, hope, and peace of Christ in their homeland despite great personal cost.
I was 13 when the Iranian Revolution occurred and vividly remember those media images and Ted Koppel
counting the number of days America was “Held Hostage.” The fearful images have only increased the past
forty years. But the Iranian Christians we met were basically transplanted South Carolinians! They are warm,
funny, open, and emotional. Iranians do nothing without eating and no gathering is complete without delicious
food. Best of all for me, Iranians are huggers and I immediately felt right at home. Iranians like those of us
who live in the Palmetto State employ opulent hospitality and are very careful of making certain their guests
are comfortable and have everything they need. The fellowship times after worship were so similar to ours at
LMPC and the love and warmth of the people touched me deeply. The biggest difference I could find between
Christians at LMPC and the Christians of the Iranian Diaspora was that we offer our guests iced tea and they
offer tea that is hot (but both usually are sweet!).
And yet these dear brothers and sisters bore great pain. We worshipped in two Iranian churches in London.
The pastor who preached in one had been imprisoned and tortured for his faith before he was forced to flee
Iran. When asked about it, he was very matter of fact. These things are expected if you are a Christian. It was
just a part of his ministry “in country” – much like I would mention doing a children’s sermon or teaching
Sunday school. But as we talked further, he told us that the worst part of prison was the month he spent in
solitary confinement. In prison there is still fellowship and the opportunity to bear witness and share the faith.
But in solitary confinement he was isolated and even denied books. Then he smiled and said, “But on the other
hand, I got to spend a month just being with the Lord with no distractions. So it was very hard, but ultimately
very good.”
We also heard Brother Edward preach. He is a legendary leader of the Iranian church, teaching and traveling
extensively to encourage others. His brother’s martyrdom is featured in a film we saw, “A Cry from Iran.”
Brother Edward has big dreams for the Iranian Church, and he has seen a persecuted and exiled minority
recently surpass the Chinese church as the fastest growing church per population in the world. His life’s work
is to insure the church to be ready for the great harvest that will happen when (not if) the Iranian regime falls
and the Gospel can be spread openly there.

Iran is a much worse place than the horrible images we see on our news. A deep depression and malaise has
set in among its people. They have found that Islam has not been the answer. Drug addiction is rampant and
there are estimates that 50-75 percent of the population is on drugs or directly affected by a family member
on drugs. Iran now has a fifty percent divorce rate. Because of the mismanagement by the mullahs of natural
resources especially water, Iran now experiences severe dust storms and pollution. In fact, Iran could become
uninhabitable in a few decades if the water problems are not resolved.

But this also means that Iran is ripe for the Gospel. The underground church is flourishing despite violent
attempts to crush it. We met a lovely young woman who recently had to flee after her imprisonment. She is
still leading a house church network “in country” where mainly women (because the government is not as
interested them) are spreading the Gospel rapidly. Our friends estimated that if you offer ten Iranians a Bible
on the street, six will be interested. We heard of “Pauline” evangelism where believers go to the mosques and
discuss Jesus as He appears in the Koran with the mullahs. Many mullahs are now coming to faith in Christ
and teaching the Gospel in mosques. God is speaking to the people of Iran through dreams, healings,
devotional materials, and most of all the joy and transformation that others see in the lives of the believers.
How inspiring to see Christians risk all that they have in this life to give others eternal life in Christ!
The Iranian Church is young. More Muslims have come to Christ in the past two decades than in the past
fourteen-hundred years. We met with an amazing institution that is resourcing this church: Pars Theological
Centre (Pars = Farsi = Iranian) which is seeking to provide teaching, discipleship, and counseling to Iranian
Christians both “in country” and “out of country”. They are translating Christian books into Farsi and building
an educational institution to train Christian leaders. Pars works closely with SAT – 7, a satellite television
station that beams Christian programs into Iran. Pars is equipping both displaced Iranian churches across
Europe and the house churches that are underground in Iran. Security is a very real concern and those “out of
country” must decide how open to be about their faith as the government may harm their relatives still in Iran.
We were asked not to post pictures unless we knew it was okay.
My time in London with our Iranian brothers and sisters was amazing, and it forced me to face my fears. As a
western woman and a pastor, I have not had the best experiences in my attempts at dialogue with Muslims and
have had some unpleasant experiences while traveling. I confess I was angry and afraid of Muslims. To see
what God was doing and meet these incredible saints from Iran transformed me. We met a lovely young
woman whose father was the first pastor officially tried and killed by the Iranian government. She now has a
thriving ministry and is on Sat-7. She has met hatred with love as our Savoir did and says “ISLAM” really
means “I Sincerely Love All Muslims!”
With God our greatest fears can be conquered and even used for his glory! This summer we will be learning to
do just this in our special Sunday school class, “Faith, Fear, and God’s Gifts in an Anxious World.” We will
look at what we fear and explore how God’s perfect love casts out our fears. And we will learn how God has
gifted us to overcome our fears and use this to empower each one of us to spread this hope to others. I am
excited and humbled to be helping teach this class and hope to see all of you in the Fellowship Hall at 9:30am
starting this Sunday. And I am beyond grateful to LMPC for making my trip to London possible.
To God Be the Glory, Tracie

Welcome New Members to LMPC

Michal, Danielle and Jack Barton
(Michal and Jack not pictured)

Gerry and Sally Dievendorf

Jane’s Place
Summer Sunday School will begin on June 3rd for children through 4th grade in Room 314. We will be using
“Growing in Grace and Gratitude” multiage curriculum. Parents, you can follow the weekly lessons along
with ideas for additional weekly experiences at gracesightings.org. Youth are welcome to come and help.
We will also continue becoming familiar with the catechism questions.
If you would like to volunteer for a Sunday, there is a sign-up sheet on the desk in the Children’s Ministry
Building for both Sunday School and Children’s Church.

Vacation Bible School

July 30- August 2 ~ Dinner at 5:30 pm
(parents must stay with preschool age children during dinner time)
Program 6 pm- 8 pm
Ages 3 years through 5th grade
Sign-up sheets available in CMB, counter outside of fellowship hall and
on our website, lmpchurch.org
Adult and youth volunteers welcome
There is childcare for volunteers’ children under 3 years.

Nursery Volunteers for June

Children’s Church Volunteers

June 3- Leslie and Sidney Lindler

June 3- Jane Jermac

June 10- Michelle Clayton, Anna Edwards

June 10- Jane Jermac

June 17- Ashley Raffinie, Rebecca Hines

June 17- Jane Jermac

June 24- Kim and Kaylee King

June 24- Jane Jermac

Its time to sign up for our October retreat in beautiful Montreat! The dates available to us are Monday,
October 22; Monday, October 23; and/or Wednesday, October 24th. It will be peak weekend for fall colors!
It will also be peak weekend for food, fellowship, games and fun. You may choose to stay two nights or three.

LMPC Pictorial Directory
Please remember to sign up for pictures after church on Sunday or call the church office for a time. The dates for pictures are June
11-15, June 18-24 and makeup dates ar e July 16 and 17. Appointments are 20 minutes in length and include a family picture for
the directory plus 2 poses of your choice. Cost for the session and your copy of the LMPC Pictorial Directory is $32.10. Checks,
cash or credit cards are accepted. I will have my Square card reader for those who want to pay with credit card. Pictures will go
online on my website for you to pick your pose and will be password-protected. Pictures are also available for sale. You may
pre-order and you may order online. Prices by the sheet are $30 if you preorder and $35 if you order online. One sheet is equal to:
one 8x10 or two 5x7s or four 3.5x5s or eight wallets. Larger portraits may be purchased also. Please arrive 15 minutes before your
appointment time to fill out paperwork and check your information (address, phone number etc) for the directory. The background
will be gray since it goes with everything. Please plan your attire carefully. Colors should complement and solids are better than
prints. Long sleeves are best also. The purpose is to draw attention to the people and not the attire.. Hope this information helps! I
really enjoyed photographing the congregation for the our directory five years ago. My purpose is to get a great picture but keep to a
schedule so you can get in and out as quickly as possible.....no long waits. And even though I want you to order pictures....there will
be no high pressure-big dollar sales! Please feel free to call or text 803.917.9618 or email nloftis1016@aol.com if you have any
questions.
Here are the top ten most needed items for the We Care Food Pantry in June:
Jam/Jelly, Grits, Canned fruit, Rice, Spaghetti noodles/sauce, Canned
potatoes, Instant potatoes, Soups, Corn muffin mix and Jello. We are always
in need of Cleaning supplies, personal products, toothpaste, and Dish and
Laundry Detergent. Thank you for all you do for We Care!

Elder on Call the week of:

Use this code to give
electronically to LMPC.

Deacon on Call the week of:

June 3

Kay McMillan

446.1133

June 3

Mike Murrell

403.5254

June 10

Pat O’Cain

530.0414

June 10

Cynthia Shepard

556.2440

June 17

Trip Chavis

920.3666

June 17

Ruth Welborn

331.3346

June 24

Thurston Chavis

606.3456

June 24

Stephanie Bates

665.3458

Year To Date Church Financial Information

Prayer Request

Year to Date Through May 31, 2018

Income

2018 Budget
$1,107,113

Expenses
Administrative
Property
Missions & Outreach
Worship
Personnel
Other Committees
Total Expenses to Date

YTD Budget
$461,297

46,160
290,110
88,835
6,800
632,964

Budget vs. Actual

18,653
108,310
137
3,293
255,556
14,367
$400,316
-$44,099

CMB outstanding pledges through 3/31/18: $216,252
Budgeted pledged payments per month:

YTD Actual
$417,198

$ 20,366

Budgeted through March:

$ 61,099

Actual through March:

$ 28,144

*Erma Kaminer; *Paul Scott and Family upon the passing of his
daughter, Kristen Scott Maddray, *Patti Bearden; Jim and Nancy
Poston; Dee Carter; Glenn Nasworthy, father of *Elizabeth Crocker;
Family of Bonnie McMurray; *Robert Dawkins; Michael Steele,
brother of Cheryl Ayer; Richard Phillips; Watson Johnson; *Sandra
Shealy; *Charles Blau; Diane Nichols; Janet Ferguson; Dale Earhardt;
*Allison Jasinski; *Ginny Leitner; Madison Carrigg; *Robert Gantt; Taylor Brush, son of *Ray and *Susan Brush; Roland Nettles, cousin of
*Vicki Mills, *Coach WF Sullivan; Grace Dagenhart, mother in law of
Rev. Tracie and Brian Stewart; Bobby Bailey, Kim Arenz, friend of *Rick
Pascal; Jody Rogers, son-in-law of *Bill and Dede Elmore; Jessica Cole,
Linda McMahahan, sister of *Judy Chavis; *Fred Moore; Gladys Wyly;
*Earl Guilford; *Patsy Grimes; *Ruth Palassis; *Alyssa Mott; *Daniel
White; friends and family members serving in the military *Alex
Shuler; *Tom Atkinson; *Howard McKeone. (*members)

