
Ben’s Bin 

 Oct. 7 - Congregational 
         Meeting 

 Oct. 8 -   Joy Circle            
           10am F. Hall 

 Oct. 9 –  Faith Circle  
           6:30 F. Hall                        
           Peace Circle 
           6:30 El Poblano 

 Oct. 10 - Trinity Circle  
           Noon Tonellas   

 Oct 17 -  Merry Pres to  
           State Fair 

 Oct. 20 - PW Bazaar 

 Oct. 22-24 - Adult Montreat 

 Oct. 28 - Trunk or Treat 
            and Rib Rally 

 Nov. 4 - Kirkin’ O Tartan 
and Stewardship Sunday 

Church Events 

The Forward 
Look 
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     One of the biggest holidays in America is All-Hallows-Eve (shortened to            

Halloween).  $7.9 billion is spent each year in America on this holiday now.  

$27/person is spent on candy and $32/person is spent on a costume.                    

Halloween is replacing Thanksgiving as the number two holiday (ancient              

English- “Holy Day”) in many polls.  It surpassed Easter about fifteen years ago.  

In the 60’s many called Halloween “The Devil’s day” but that was a sever              

over-reaction.   Today many don’t believe in the devil, but interestingly the            

belief in ghosts (and zombies!), the power of witches spells, UFOs, paranormal 

phenomena is up.  When our faith in God and trust in the Bible deteriorates, the 

rise in superstition escalates.  Why is this?  It is because as the preachers have 

been saying at WOW last month, “people are hungry for more.”  We know there 

has to be more than the mundane, boring, only-what-you-can-see.  But God 

calls us away from superstition to trust in Him.  He calls us away from casting 

spells to loving our neighbor.  He calls us away from the ”trick-or-treat”                  

mentality (of Druid origin) to a turn the other cheek mentality.  Halloween can 

be fun. I like our Trunk of Treat event (now combined with the Rib Rally).  It is 

actually a great way for adults to interact safely with children.  I invite you to 

come and join our expanded Trunk or Treat.   

 

Rib Rally and Trunk or Treat 

Sunday, October 28th 5-7. Tickets will 

be sold for the Rib Rally following              

Worship Service or at the Church Office.  



Blaine’s Bay 
WOW a Real Wow! 

 I have been delighted and a little surprised at the church’s enthusiasm for WOW, Worship on Wednesday. If you have not  had 

the chance to join the fun, be sure come for the meal at 5:30 and worship at 6:15.  We have children’s programming for kids from age 3 

through third grade, a nursery for younger children, and Bible Study for the youth.  You are certain to be encouraged and energized by 

this casual, come-as-you are worship service. 

 As much fun as the WOW service itself has been, I have been even more encouraged by seeing the amazing quality of the 

leadership provided by the elders of the church.  At the risk of leaving someone out, I must say that Elinor, Kay, Jessica, Liz and Steve 

have demonstrated true Christian leadership.  With a clear vision in mind, they have energetically and tirelessly pursued actually              

making this worship service happen.  It is common and easy to come up with nifty ideas in the life of the church, but actually                          

organizing something for God’s glory is plain, old hard work. It requires determination.  Our elders have shown both in plenty.  At the 

ordination and installation of elders and deacons, the congregation promises to follow them when they lead.  We are blessed to have 

these and many other faithful and dedicated leaders at LMPC. We also promise to pray for our elders and deacons at their ordination.  

Please        include our officers in your regular prayers. In fact, take a moment right now to pray for them. Amen.  

  

Special Guests at WOW in November 

We are looking forward to hosting special guests during one of the           

November meetings of WOW, Worship on Wednesday.   

Dr. Salvador and Irma del Torre, our hosts for mission trips in Chiapas, 

Mexico, will speak to tell us about the progress of the ministry in         

Chiapas.  Precise details to come soon! 

2018 Mexico Mission Team with Salvador and Irma del Torre 

Irma and Salvador del Torre with LMPC Youth, 

Anna Hattaway, during the 2017 Mission Trip 



Teachable Moments from Tracie’s Treasures 
The past month I have been shadowing Jane Jermac to prepare to take responsibility for the Children’s Ministry.       

As I have done this, I have several observations about the Children’s Ministry at LMPC. First, Jane’s faithfulness in 

ministering to the children of LMPC has resulted in a safe, fun, and exciting environment for children to learn how 

much Jesus loves them. Jane has been creative and kind and has demonstrated God’s love to generations of                 

children. LMPC would not be what is today without Jane. I cannot begin to express my gratitude and appreciation.     

I have very big shoes to fill, but I am blessed to be able to build on the strong foundation she has established. 

Secondly, if you haven’t had the privilege, visit the Children’s Ministry Building one Sunday It is one of the most 

exciting parts of LMPC. The atmosphere is electric as the children head to Sunday school or Children’s Church.              

It is wonderful to see their smiles and excitement about being at church. If you want to see the “joy of the Lord” or 

glimpse the wonder of our faith, then look through the eyes of a child. To understand the impact this church is              

having on this community, park on the Children’s Ministry side of the sanctuary and observe the next generation as 

they come and go. 

Thirdly, I had not realized how much I personally have missed the “perks” of working with children - the little faces 

erupting in smiles, the delight in their laughter, the small hand taking yours, the trust as you soothe their tears, the 

privilege of letting you play with them, and the hugs – and that’s just the nursery. It gets better as they begin to            

articulate their faith – the simple yet profound prayers, the questions full of faith and wonder, the pride in a craft or 

game, the mastery of Bible verse, watching another gain a greater understanding of God. It is amazing how the faith 

of a child can grow adult faith. 

Too often we think of Children’s ministry as an obligation for parents - a ministry that is soon outgrown as our         

children “age out” of the program. But all of us make vows every time a child is baptized to nurture that child’s 

faith. Christianity is always only one generation away from extinction. And if we miss the joy of helping another 

generation hear the “old old story,” we not only deprive them and the church of our unique gifts but we lose a 

chance to love others as Christ has loved us. Sometimes we doubt that God can still use us and that ministry is             

better left to “professionals.” But we are the church, the body of Christ, and it is made weaker if we do not share 

our gifts. And we cannot grow in our faith if we don’t share it with others. 

I was profoundly influenced by the adults in my church who took the time to invest in me. Sometimes as I teach on 

a Bible story, I hear echoes of their voices in mine. I am so grateful and look forward to thanking some of them in 

heaven. Sending out the Prayer Partner notifications this year, I was so touched to see relationships forming and to 

receive kind notes about what this ministry means. I know these daily prayers will quietly but powerfully mold and 

influence the next generation. 

Imagine if every adult at LMPC prayed for a child and invested at least one day a year in ministry to children. We 
have so many opportunities to do ministry and with our “baby boom” we have so many children who need to see 

Jesus’ love and care in us. We need help with Sunday School, nursery, Children’s Church, and WOW. Decorate a 
trunk for trunk or treat or help with our Advent workshop. Come talk with me and we will find a place for you to 
influence our children in Jesus’ name in a way where you feel comfortable. Everyone needs to hold a baby every 

now and then. Or read a book to a child. Or help make a craft or sing a favorite song.  
If you do not yet take the time to see the excitement, wonder, and joy that flow from 
LMPC’s ministry to children, I urge you to prayerfully consider whether your life 

would be made richer by forming or deepening relationships with these amazing 
young ones who Jesus welcomes and calls us to love and nurture.    
                                                                                                   In His Joy, Tracie 



Children's Ministry News 

Nursery News 

NEEDED: A dedicated, dependable person to show 

the love of Jesus to babies and toddlers Sundays from 

8:00 to 12:00.  The pay is $25.00 for the first hour and 

$10.00 for each remaining hour – plus smiles, giggles, 

and hugs. Contact Tracie at 

tracies.lmpchurch@gmail.com or 803-727-3725 for 

more information. And if you aren’t looking for a job, 

but want to enjoy LMPC’s littlest ones, see Tracie to 

volunteer for a Sunday! 

Kids WOW! 

Confirmation Corner 
We will be studying the Patriarchs and Exodus in 

October. 

Due to AWANITA – October 14 will be a                  

make-up/review session. 

There will be no class on October 28 due to 

Trunk or Treat. However, we will meet for lunch 

at El Pablano at 11:45 for a Reformation 

Celebration 

Nursery Volunteers  

October 7  - Katherine Smith, Courtney Hood 

October 14 – Bailey Strawhorn, Meredith Rider 

October 21 – Mary Jim Howe, Ellison Harris, Saylor Harrell 

October 28 – Rebecca Hines, Meredith Rider, Kate Harris 

Children’s Church Chat 

Thank you for helping with Children’s Church! 

October 7 – Chris and Liza Dunbar 

October 14 – Mary and Wilkes Higginbotham 

October 21-  Taylor, Caroline. Meredith, & Jane Rider 

October 28 – Anna, Hardin, and Margaret Edwards 

LMPC Newest Program for Children ages 3-3rd Grade 

Worship Education with Crafts, Games, Songs, and Interactive Activities on 

Wednesdays! 

October Bible Stories: 

October 3 -Moses and Exodus 

October 10- Moses and Manna 

October 17 – Jubilee 

October 24 – Deborah 

October 31 – Halloween  - No WOW!  

mailto:tracies.lmpchurch@gmail.com








Presbyterian Women 
 

Joy Circle meets on Monday, October 8 at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Studying: God ’s Promises. Circle Leader 

– Carolyn Owens 

Faith Circle will meet on Tuesday, October 9 at 6:30 p.m  in the Fellowship Hall kitchen for dessert and fellowship 

and go to the Conference Room for bible study and meeting.   Circle leader- Susan Adams                                                     

Peace Circle will meet on Tuesday, October 9 at 6:30 p.m. At. El Poblano.  Studying: Becoming More by Lysa 

Terkeust.   

Trinity Circle meets on Wednesday, October 10th at Tonella’s Restaurant in Ballentine at 11:15 a .m.  Studying:  

God’s Promises.  Circle leader are Becky Hash and Sally Harrell. 

Year To Date Church Financial Information 

         Year to Date Through  September 30, 2018 

      2018 Budget          YTD Budget              YTD Actual                                

Income        $1,107,113               $830,335           $725,965 

Expenses                    

Administrative                           46,160                  33,913               

Property                                      290,110              192,908                     

Missions & Outreach                          88,835                      826                  

Worship                              6,800                  4,301               

Personnel           632,964              446,894                      

Other Committees                                                    27,345                      

Total Expenses to Date                                                            $706,345 

Budget vs. Actual                                                           -$104,345 

CMB outstanding pledges through 7/31/18:   $135,542 

Budgeted pledged payments per month:        $20,366 

Budgeted through July:                                        $142,562 

Actual through July:                                              $65,160 

Prayer Request  

*John Ferguson and Family upon the passing of his father;              

The Family on Gerald Steele upon his passing; Keeley             

O'Connell, great grand daughter of *Joanne Coker; Those 

affected by Hurricane Florence; *Kathy Payne; *Mze Wilkins 

and Family upon the passing of her father; Family of Justin 

Turner; Bobby Bailey, brother in law of  *Joanne Loveless;      

Timothy Terrell, son in law of *Martha Lavigne;  *Marty Milam; 

Andy Bowers; Lowell Andrews; Clif Webb; *John Gasque;              

Benny Reeves; *John Brown; Katie Horton, granddaughter of 

*Martha  Lavigne; *Patti Bearden; *Michael Steele, brother of  

Cheryl Ayer; *Allison Jasinski; *Robert Gantt; *Fred Moore; 

*Gladys Wyly; *Earl Guilford; *Patsy Grimes; *Ruth Palassis; 

*Alyssa Mott; *Daniel White; friends and family members  

serving in the military *Chase McCathern; *Alex Shuler;             

*Tom Atkinson; *Howard McKeone.  (*members) 

Elder on Call the week of:      Deacon on Call the week of:  

September 30         Brenda White              603.4708 September 30             Becky Hash               434.841.8155 

October 7         Farrah Brown            429.0401  October 7            Mike Murrell      403.5254 

October 14                Peggy Burgin             348.7049 October14           Cynthia Shepard      556.2440 

October 21                Josh Edwards              622.4263 October 21           Ruth Welborn      331.3346 

October 28        Karen Goon-Johnson              206.4298 October 28           Stephanie Bates      665.3458 

There will be a congregational meeting called for October 7 after the 10:30 worship to elect elders and deacons.  

Nominees are: Elders: David Strawhorn, Patrick Dunbar, Jane Jameson, Fred Yandle, Sharon Woodward,              

Elizabeth Bemis,  Scott Mathias, Lovic Brooks, Gerald Rye, John Winfield (Class of 2020), Whit Jasinski (Youth).  

Deacons: Bill Beardon, Willie Mathias, Stancil Hood, Jason Clayton, Ashley Raffinie, Lisa Cloyd, Pam Helms, 

Mark Furse, Ruth Welborn (one year – taking over for Elizabeth Bemis), Mary Elizabeth Pifer (Youth).  


