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HOPE IN LENT
Lenten Devotionals Written for LMPC by LMPC Ministerial and Program Staff
Lent is an opportunity to get right with God. It is a renewal and refocusing opportunity. It is answering God’s call ro
come back, and turning to Him in hope.
This year the program staff of LMPC is putting together the LMPC Lenten devotional recognizing that each ministry of
the church brings hope. Indeed each ministry brings not only hope to those ministered to, but even to the church as a
whole.
One of the great problems of our day is a two fold problem of the prevailing philosophy of Post-modernism- lack of
meaning/purpose and lack of hope. Post-modernism is great at saying “you do your thing and I’ll do mine” but then it
still brings sharp divisions as evidenced by the political and moral climate of our time. The problem with a philosophy
that says “nothing matters” is that nothing matters (including civility). So in an effort to be nice to one another, we have
undercut the ultimate reason to be nice- a loving God. Because nothing is worth standing up for, people give up in the
face fo suffering and there is very little zeal or commitment. In the end, if we destroy commitment or faithfulness, we
also destroy our ability to be trustworthy and to love. For trustworthiness requires reliability which requires
commitment no matter how we feel or what we rub up against. Love requires trust too. Paul had it right- faith, hope,
and love abide. These are a three legged stool that help us to live meaningful and hopeful lives as human beings. We
were created to have all three: faith, hope, and love. This Lent, I hope that our devotionals will practically inspire you to
have faith, hope, and love and to therefore get right with God.

Written by Rev. Blaine Hill, Rev. Tracie Stewart, Zeta Hastings, Dr. J. Ben Sloan
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DEVOTIONS: [Ash Wednesday]
3/6- (A Devotion from Ben) Psalm 46:1-3 1God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble. 2Therefore we will not fear,
though the earth should change And though the mountains slip into the heart of the sea; 3Though its waters roar and foam, Though
the mountains quake at its swelling pride.
Thoughts: Psalm 46 is the basis for “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” one of my favorite hymns- partially because it has a great bass
line. But Psalm 46 was meant to be sung as a women’s chorus. The title says “of alanoth” which means according to the “young
women.” It is not the mighty soldier saying that “God is my refuge and strength” but the young women. These were the ones who
were more likely to be brutalized in that very violent culture. Of course, we are pretty violent today too (1 out of 5 women have
faced an attempted rape, while 1 in 3 have some attempted sexual violence). But the substance of this is that we will put our hope
and trust in God no matter what. It is not that we will hope that God will keep the mountains from slipping or quaking. It is that
even in the face of a terrible earthquake- when nothing is trustworthy and stable- we will trust in God. This is a hope and faith to
aim for. Aim to hope in God even in a relationship earthquake, or a job earthquake, or a financial earthquake, or an earthquake that
sends your world falling apart because of a physical illness or a crushed expectation. When the world falls apart- run to God as a
refuge. When you find you have no strength of your own, look to God in your weakness. He is ever-present, and can stand right
beside you.
Prayer: Lord, may you be my refuge and strength an ever-present help in times of trouble.
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3/7- (Ben) Psalm 27:10,13,14 “Though My Mother and Father forsake Me, the Lord will receive me…I am still confident of this: I will
see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.”
Thoughts: Over the threshold of a church run orphanage in Hungary were these words, “Though my mother and father forsake me,
the Lord will receive me.” What a powerful message at a church run orphanage! However, at this orphanage were not many
children but many of the disabled and cast aside adults whose parents placed them there. They had nowhere else to go- but the
Lord through the church- received them. In the refugee camp in Kenya- 75% of the children were orphans because of the civil war in
South Sudan. The church was literally watching over them- even though the church had little resources. Today this is still true. One
of the major benevolent projects we support is Thornwell Home for Children. Each year we give as much to them in our budget as
we do to starting our daughter church. God does not leave us or forsake us. He remembers us- even when we feel insignificant and
forgotten by others. So the widow, the orphan, the sick, the grieving are all welcome and an important part of God’s house.
Today, many children are neglected as parents go off to work. There is a shortage of after-school programs and a growing
number of latch-key kids who are babysat by TVs and electronic devices. Today there are new laws that allow for abortion the day
before delivery and suggestions of laws to allow for infanticide the day after delivery. When children are seen solely as an expense,
a burden, a weight upon our selfish freedom, then something is really wrong with how we view human beings. The Bible calls us to
value each other- no matter what the age, what the cost, what the ability to provide immediate production is. The Bible reminds us
that each one is made in the image of God. Scripture calls us to remember Christ died for us not because we could make more
money or cost less- but because His love placed upon us is more valuable than the values this world puts on us. Love- God’s love
makes us valuable and gives us hope. So wait on the Lord to lift your head and put your hope in Him. God’s creating us, dying for us,
and loving us should give us worth, value, purpose and hope.
Prayer: Lord, many will let me down, but thank you that you are there for me. When I cannot see my way through the darkness,
help me to trust and wait on the dawn’s coming- your light.
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3/8- (Ben) The name of the LORD is a fortified tower; the righteous run to it and are safe. (Proverbs 18:10)
Thoughts: This is a belief that the Lord is not just a strong tower, but the very name of the Lord is a strong tower. It is a
reminder that prayer is a key to hope. People say, “I haven’t got a prayer.” But for those who believe, there is always a
prayer. We know God. We know His name. We know we can trust in Him. We know He will be there for us. We know
He loves us. We know He is a refuge and strength, and ever-present help in trouble. “The name of the Lord” is a
reminder that we know Him and we can therefore hope in His name.
When Jesus taught his disciples to pray he told them to pray not just to God- but to “Our Father.” A Father loves and
can be trusted. As Christians, we are told to pray “In Jesus’ name.” We pray in His name because He is our priest who
prays for us, advocates for us and mediates for us. One of our creeds says, “to pray in the name of Christ is…to draw
encouragement to pray, and our boldness, strength and hope of acceptance in prayer from Christ and His mediation.” We
have hope that our prayer will be answered because we know who Christ Is and that He loved us enough to die for us.
The name of God is a strong tower. So we need to run to it- call on His name and be helped by Him.
Prayer: Father, you care for us more than we care for ourselves. Thank you that we can always run to you in time of need.
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3/9- (Ben) Nehemiah 8:10- “Do not grieve for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”
Thoughts: The people of God had been in exile and their magnificent Temple (one of the wonders of the ancient world) had been
destroyed. But God had brought them back to the land and they had just finished building a new but smaller Temple. The old
timers who had seen the first Temple wept. The second Temple paled in comparison to the first Temple. It was not as nice- without
the gold and the great craftsmanship. It was not as big about a third of the size. Some would say they had a right to grieve. But
now was not the time. They had been without a Temple for 70 years and now they had one. Nehemiah said now was not the time
to grieve. Zechariah had reminded them earlier to not despise the small things. In the end the people overcame their sadness with
the power of the joy of the Lord.
Everyone has times of crushed expectations. Some are more desperate than others. We need to constantly adjust to the
realities of life. But there is strength in the midst of the adjustment. It is found, ironically, in the thing that secular people consider
worthless and boring- worship. In praise, singing, and focus on His Word is found joy and hope.
Prayer: Lord, help your joy continually overcome my sad expectations.

First Temple of Solomon
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Second Temple of Zerubabbel

3/10/19- (Ben) 1 Peter 5:5-10- Avoid the Ultimate Entitlement
6Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, so that in due time He may exalt
you. 7Cast all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. 8Be sober-minded and alert. Your
adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9Resist him,
standing firm in your faith and in the knowledge that your brothers throughout the world are
undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all
grace, who has called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself restore you, secure you,
strengthen you, and establish you. 11To Him be the power forever and ever. Amen.
Thoughts: Peter says an amazing thing- you will suffer. There are people who seem to think that if
you become a Christian and are obedient to Him you do not deserve to suffer in this life. Many

have given up on their faith because they cannot reconcile how a good God could allow them to
suffer. This is the Ultimate Entitlement- and it can cost us our soul. We do not deserve blessing. In
fact, if God is good, then His goodness is repellant at our wrongness. God shrinks back at our sin.
We deserve punishment. When we give up on God, we throw ourselves into “lostness.” Our
enemy/adversary- the devil- seeks to devour us when we are lost (like a lion a lost zebra colt).
In contrast, we are called to allow our suffering to humble us, and shape us that we may wait on
God to lift us up. If we make comfort our God, we are also making our own self-centeredness our
God. There are whole religions that focus on denying the existence of pain. It is hard to listen in the
midst of pain and suffering. We do not want to hear solutions or even comfort. But if we focus on the
true God we can find His hope in the midst of suffering and look for His comfort when our
expectations are crushed. We can cast our anxieties on Him because He cares for us. But if we stop
believing- there is no one on whom we can cast our anxieties.
But there is also this promise- suffering comes but it will not last forever. God will restore us,
secure us, strengthen us and establish us. In other words- God will place us above where we were
when our suffering and pain started. This is hope in the midst of suffering. Put your hope in God.
Prayer: Lord, I cast my anxieties and suffering on you. Be merciful and help when I am in need.
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3/11- (Ben) Isaiah 40:30-31 Waiting on the Lord
28Do

you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the
earth. He will never grow faint or weary; His understanding is beyond searching out. 29He gives power to
the faint and increases the strength of the weak. 30Even the youths may faint and grow weary, and young
men stumble and fall. 31But those who wait upon the LORD will renew their strength; they will mount up
with wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not faint.
Thoughts: Even our strongest youth grow weary and faint. But God never grows weary or faint. He is the
everlasting God and we can put our faith in Him. The way to renew your strength in life when you have no
strength of your own is not found in some pill, super energy drink, or exercise.
There is strength found in waiting. Not waiting on no one or nothing- but waiting on the Lord. It is
when we are weak that we can find strength in God. When we wait on God we learn to trust in God. So a
pregnant woman waits in expectation; so an engaged couple waits for the day; so the person about to retire
waits for the party; so Joseph waited in prison until Pharaoh called him out; so Abraham and Sarah waited
for a child until they were past age; so Simeon waited for the Messiah to come; so the disciples waited for
three days until the Lord rose. Waiting is a part of faith. It is how we renew our faith.
But waiting on God does more- it teaches us that it is right to trust in Him. If we wait on God in faith
then we renew our strength. We can mount over our problems as we focus on our hope and not on our
pain. Finding gratitude in the midst of suffering helps us to overcome more than any pill or therapy. Paul
said it like this (as he was waiting and wishing for God to remove his thorn in his flesh)- “God said to me,
‘My grace is sufficient for you for my power is made perfect in weakness.’” Sometimes the waiting on
God is more important than the comfort or relief we get from God.
Prayer: Lord, it is hard to wait. But help me to put my trust in you. You are our Savior who comes at the
right time to help us.
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3/12- (Ben) Jeremiah 29:10-11
10For

this is what the LORD says: “When Babylon’s seventy years are complete, I will attend to you and
confirm My promise to restore you to this place. 11For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD,
plans to prosper you and not to harm you, to give you a future and a hope. you will call upon Me and
come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 13You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with
all your heart.
Thoughts: The people of God may go through horrendous difficulties. We follow a Lord who went to a
cross. We do not need to pretend they do not come. But as people of faith, we can face our –
difficulties with promise and with hope. God has a plan for us- a purpose for our lives.
To believe that God has a plan for you brings hope. To have a plan means you have a goalsomewhere to go- a destination.
When I am going somewhere I look at how to get there, how much gas and time it will take, and
will I have to stop or plan for food, I will look at a map or pull up coordinates on a GPS or phone. But
to have a destination means I have some energy and will to get there. God not only gives us a
destination, but a journey to get there.
The promises in scripture can be claimed for today even if they were not specifically meant for
us. It is a way to ask God, “Do it again.” To claim a promise is to basically hold onto a scripture
verse or passage and make it your own through prayer. It is an asking of the Holy Spirit who leads us
to that verse to make it apply or real to us today. So it is not improper but very fitting that we ask God
to give us a hope and a future according to His great plan.
Prayer: Lord, in your mercy, grant me a hope and a future that I might serve and honor you.
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March 13, 2019 (Blaine)
Genesis 12:1-2

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I
will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.

Thought: It is very easy, and even proper, for us to want things from the LORD. We can feel challenged
by the commands and instructions that come as part of God’s blessing. It must have been hard for
Abram to leave his place and people to experience the blessing God had in store for him. God had
enormous plans to bless Abram, and God had even bigger plans. Abram was to become part of God’s
blessing for the world. In order to receive and become God’s care for the world, Abram had to change.
He had to leave what was known and comfortable, set aside what was familiar and probably easy in
order experience something better from God. He had to obey and trust. The obedience was not a
condition or negotiated requirement. God was not promising a blessing in exchange for Abram’s
obedience. The blessings of God, and the chance to be God’s blessing to others, was located
somewhere else.
It is easy for us to think of God requiring our obedience in exchange for his blessings. This is a
profound error. God has put his blessings in the place of obedience. If I am sitting on the sofa and want
a cool drink, I have to go to the refrigerator because that is where the cold drinks are. If I want a tool to
use, I must go to the garage because that is where the tools are. If I want a warm sweater….
Where do you need to go to receive and be God’s blessing? God may be calling you to a place
far away: Peru, Mexico, South Sudan. God may be calling you to We Care, Good Works, the HUB.
God may be calling you just across the street to a neighbor in need. Where ever God may be calling
you, be sure to Go!
Prayer: God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and our heavenly Father,
too, let your call and command be clear in our hearts. Give us the courage to obey your calling. Give us
the strength to go where you call us, be it near or far. Give us faith enough to trust in you, so we can
see the joy of your promised blessings. Amen.

Picture: Quin Edwards holding bags to go to Thanksgiving at the HUB
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March 14, 2019 (Blaine)
II Kings 17:28-29

Then the king of Assyria commanded, “Send there one of the priests whom you carried away from
there; let him go and live there, and teach them the law of the god of the land.” 28 So one of the priests
whom they had carried away from Samaria came and lived in Bethel; he taught them how they should
worship the LORD.

Chaos, natural and caused by humans, is the driving force of today’s passage. The vicious King of Assyria,
Shalmaneser, invaded the nation of Israel, deported huge numbers of its citizens. He then relocated citizens
from other parts of his empire to Israel. Civic life was so disordered that lions were entering some of the cities
and towns, killing people (Lions lived in Israel until about the 14th century AD). The King of Assyria
recognized the cause of this chaos. The people he forcibly relocated to Israel did “not know the law of the god
of the land” (27), so he sent a priest of Israel to teach them the law of the Lord. The law of the Lord is not
simply a collection of rules. The Law of the Lord teaches human beings to live properly. God’s law guides us in
justice, in mercy, in righteousness, and in love.
We don’t have lions hunting people by night, but our society has its fair share of chaos. God sends us—
the disciples of his Son Jesus—to teach people how to live. By loving our neighbors and guiding others to love
their neighbors we can address poverty and want. By naming sin, forgoing revenge and practicing forgiveness
we can address the grievances in our culture. By living out the teaching of Jesus, and holding out his teaching as
the true guide for life we can begin to tame the roving lions in our nation.

Prayer: Lord, help us to live out the teachings of Jesus. Let our actions be guided by his words and by your law.
Make us agents of your justice and mercy, your righteousness and love. Guide us in sharing the truth of Jesus
with those around us, too. Amen.
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March 15, 2019 (Blaine)
I Chronicles 16:23-24

Sing to the LORD, all the earth.
Tell of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous works among all the peoples.

Thought: We have good news for everybody, everywhere. It is common and easy to think of religious faith as
purely a personal matter, but the Good News of Jesus is a public declaration. This is literally true of the phrase
Good News. From time to time in the Roman Empire the Emperor would send messengers to announce Good
News in every city and town of the Empire. They might announce a victory by the Roman Legions, an increase
in bread provisions or a cut in taxes. The messengers were called evangelists. Their announcements were public
declarations of good news. The New Testament writers did not accidently call the message of Jesus the Good
News, or his messengers, evangelists. The news that Jesus of Nazareth is the presence of the living God, that he
died on the cross, and that he was raised again is for everybody, everywhere. Today’s passage reminds us that
the Good News of God is something to share in all the earth and for all people.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, you are good and kind beyond measure, moving in our lives and your world; give us
ears to hear the Good News of Jesus, and mouths to proclaim in near and far, so your saints might be
encouraged, and those who have not heard or believed might now of your love. We ask in the name of your love
made flesh, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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March 16, 2019 (Blaine)
Psalm 67: 1-2

May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face to shine upon us,
that your way may be known upon earth,
your saving power among all nations.

Thought: Why is God good? What effect does God intend for his goodness to have in the world? What
impact does God intend for his goodness to have in us? When God is gracious to us, blesses us, and
makes his face shine on us, we are filled with hope, we are strengthened for the trials of life, we know
that we are precious to the LORD. That is the purpose of God’s blessing, and God has intentions
beyond us as well.
God’s graciousness and blessing are meant to have impact beyond us as individually and beyond
our life together at Lake Murray Presbyterian Church. God’s blessings are intended to make God know
all over the earth to all people. The blessings that you enjoy from God are part of God’s larger work to
bless the whole of creation. Be sure to enjoy the blessings of the Lord, and be sure to rejoice in the
Good News that your blessings are part of God’s blessing to the world.

Prayer: Almighty and generous God, your goodness and generosity stretch beyond the horizons of our
imagination; pour out your grace on us, bless us, and make your face shine upon us, so that we may
rejoice in your love, and so that your goodness may be known throughout the earth. We pray in the
name of your love made flesh, Jesus Christ. Amen
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March 17, 2019 (Blaine)
Matthew 24:14

And this good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the world, as a testimony to all the
nations; and then the end will come.

Thought: Jesus certainly looks at the world very differently than I normally look at the world. Jesus
sees the whole of creation as driving towards a definite end, an end defined by God. The universe is not
simply a series of chemical and physical processes driving into the future without any intention or plan.
Jesus saw the world, and his own life, as directed by God to God’s planned outcome. The communist
governments of China and the Soviet Union did not tolerate Christianity because the followers of Jesus
do not believe that a human government can direct human history to its proper end. But even thinking
about the end or goal of creation can be hard for us. The teachings of Jesus give us wisdom about how
to live in the world as we find it, but Jesus taught us that God is not leaving the world as he finds it. In
Jesus Christ, through the working of the Holy Spirit, God the Father is bringing his creation to his
glorious end. This story of creation has a climax and end. It has a purpose, and so our life has purpose.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, you are the creator and sustainer of the cosmos, bringing your creation to its
proper conclusion; help us to live our lives within your larger and glorious plan, so that when you bring
us to our end we may rejoice in you. We pray in the name of your love made flesh, Jesus Christ. Amen
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March 18, 2019 (Blaine)
Acts 1:8 and 13:2-3

But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy
Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called
them.” 3 Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.
For so the Lord has commanded us, saying,
‘I have set you to be a light for the Gentiles,
so that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’ ”

Thoughts: The Church of Jesus Christ is an
international and world-wide fellowship. To be
a disciple of Jesus means to be connected to and
concerned with people far away, with people
who speak very different languages, with people
who look quite different from us and who have
different experiences and world views than us.
Yet we are united by the Good News of Jesus
Christ. Here at Lake Murray Presbyterian
Church we are connected to Pastor Sebastian in
Chiapas, who can speak in Spanish, but is far
more familiar with his native Mayan language,
Ch’ol. He serves as the lead pastor for many Presbyterian churches in the very rural areas of Mexico.
We are connected to Pastor Guillermo in Iquitos, Peru, a vibrant, churning city at the upper edge of the
Amazon River. We are connected to Pastor Atem in South Sudan who speaks Dinka.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, you are the one Lord of heaven and earth; help us look beyond our own local
expectations to see the breadth of your church and your kingdom, that we might rejoice in your might
and your strength. Bless us and our Christian brothers and sisters around the world, so we might
become your blessing to all. We pray in the name of your love made flesh, Jesus Christ. Amen
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March 19, 2019 (Blaine)
Revelation 14:6-7

Then I saw another angel flying in midheaven, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on
the earth--to every nation and tribe and language and people. He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and
give him glory, for the hour of his judgment has come; and worship him who made heaven and earth,
the sea and the springs of water.”

Thought: We saw a few days ago that the word Gospel means public Good News. Our passage today tells us
that the Gospel of Jesus is eternal Good News. Eternal is a curious word to describe news. The news, is by its
very definition, new. In time new information stops being new. But the message about Jesus is not just
information. The Gospel is affirmation. Even though we may already know the story of Jesus, we need to hear
it again and again. In part, we need to re-hear the Gospel because our hearts grow faint. We also need to hear
the Gospel again because the Holy Spirit is always speaking in a fresh way to us, for a new time in our life.
Rehearing the Good News is much like adding kindling to a bed of coals. The coals are hot. Still, for the
fire to be really useful, the coals must be stirred and kindling added to the fire. Listening again to the message
of Jesus stirs our hearts to love for God.

Prayer: Holy Spirit, speak to us once again the Good News of Jesus. Rekindle the passion of our faith to love
you and our neighbor. Refill our desire to serve you in the world. Give us fresh strength to put our lives to
work for you. Amen.
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March 20 (Devotional from Tracie)

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what
we are… This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us… And this is his command: to
believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. - I John 3:1,16, 23
Lent is designed to be a special time where we can grow closer to God. In Lent we remember all that God
has done for us in Jesus Christ. It is powerful indeed to ponder the great depths of love that our Heavenly Father
has for us that would lead His Son to the cross. “O what love the Father has for us that we should be called
children of God” is indeed the cry of wonder and joy that comes from our hearts. And yet as we remember all
that Jesus endured so that we might be with Him forever that cry in our heart is also mingled with sorrow that
our sinfulness made this necessary.
Lent gives us time to engage in the journey to the cross. As adults, we might worry over the violence that is
such a part of our salvation story. We rightfully shudder at the price our Lord paid for our salvation –the sweat
and spit, the torture and torment, the rejection and the ridicule. It sometimes seems a great temptation to move
from Palm Sunday to Easter without the gore of Golgotha. We may struggle with what our children can handle.
It is always amazing to me the purity with which children embrace the cross. They have a natural acceptance
and a joy about Lent and Easter that is instructive for us adults. They will solemnly tell me that they are very
sad and sorry that Jesus had to die. They often ask me if it hurt and express sorrow over that. But they also
instinctively understand the love that the cross represents and want to learn to love like Jesus. They like to make
crosses and hear that the cross shows how very much Jesus loves them. They like to see nails and accept the
crucifixion as necessary. Perhaps children realize the power of evil and they take great comfort in knowing that
at the cross Jesus defeated our worst fears and villains.
Children are not neutral or blasé. They are passionate about their faith. Each Bible story becomes a challenge
to them to live their faith. They are still developing abstract thinking so faith is concrete, personal and demands
a response. As children of God, they strive to be obedient and loving as God commanded. If your faith seems
jaded this Lent, if the “Old, Old, Story” seems stale, if you have lost your wonder at God making you his child,
come see the miracle of the empty tomb through the eyes of the children of LMPC. We have countless
opportunities to “let a little child lead us” in our children’s ministries. Make them a part of your Lenten journey
to the cross. What hope you will find at the foot of the cross if you see it through the wonder of our children!
Prayer: Lord help me to let the children lead us back to you.
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March 21 (Devotional from Tracie)

Praise the LORD, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.
Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all his benefits—
who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases,
who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion…
The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love...
He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.
As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him…
But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD’s love is with those who fear him, and his righteousness with their
children’s children… Praise the LORD, my soul.
- Psalm 103:1-4,8,10-13,17,22
Thoughts:
Lent has traditionally been a time of prayer and penitence. Reformed people have prayed the Psalms throughout
our history. Psalm 130 gives us a perfect prayer for Lent as our wonder at God’s grace for us results in praise.
What an amazing God we worship who “does not treat us as our sins deserve” but removes them “as far as the
east is from the west.” Our God has compassion on us just as a father naturally has compassion for His children
and cares for us from generation to generation.
Recently the children at WOW! studied the Good Samaritan. I pretended to be the wounded man crying for
help. The children sweetly bandaged me and carefully covered me in band-aids. I looked up into one little girl’s
eyes and she said, “It’s ok. God is taking care of you – and I am too!”
God’s amazing compassion for us extends beyond our bodies to our souls. It cares for us not only in this life
but throughout eternity. Psalm 103 reminds us of this incredible truth -a care we best see through the cross of
Christ.
Children love to pray. Did you know that every child at LMPC is prayed for daily by name by a Prayer
Partner? And our children are learning to pray for their Prayer Partners! This year over 250 children are being
prayed for daily by 115 Prayer Partners. What hope we find in Christ as we pray for one another and praise the
lord for his compassion, grace, and goodness to each one of us!
Prayer: You are worthy of our praise, O Lord. You are worthy of our service to others in their time of need.
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March 22 (Devotional from Tracie)

“When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son.

2

But the more they were called, the

more they went away from me… It was I who taught Ephraim to walk, taking them by the arms; but they did
3

not realize it was I who healed them. 4 I led them with cords of human kindness, with ties of love. To them I was
like one who lifts a little child to the cheek, and I bent down to feed them… 5 “Will they not return to Egypt and
will not Assyria rule over them
because they refuse to repent?...
8

7

My people are determined to turn from me

“How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, Israel?...

My heart is changed within me; all my compassion is aroused.
9

I will not carry out my fierce anger…

For I am God, and not a man— the Holy One among you.

Hosea 11:1-5,7-9

Hosea 11 beautifully illustrates God’s unconditional love for His people. The prophet describes God as a father
caring for a young toddler. The father teaches the child to walk, holding its little hand as it toddles beside him,
leading him with cords of kindness. When the child tires, the father lifts him and hugs him to his cheek. He
cares for his child bending down to feed him.
But like a toddler, God’s people rebel. We are determined to turn from God. But God refuses to destroy us
despite our willful stubborn ways. His compassion and love for us is so great. Even when we are at our worst
like a toddler pitching a fit, because of who God is, God loves us and will not let His justified anger at our bad
behavior harm us.
What a powerful image of God’s love for us the prophet Hosea has given to us. Children are often adorable and
charming, but they also have those moments when we need to love them in spite of themselves. Church needs to
be a safe place where children experience God’s incredible love for them through the love of God’s people. The
nursery is the place where children first learn that God’s people are kind and caring.
LMPC is blessed to have a nursery full of precious little people. It is such a joy to come share their smiles or
dry their tears in the name of Jesus. As you read a book or play a game with our littlest members, your heart
will swell with hope as you rejoice in showing God’s love to these little ones.
Prayer: Thank you God that you continually call us back to yourself.
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March 23 (Devotional from Tracie)

I will extol the LORD at all times; his praise will always be on my lips.
I will glory in the LORD; let the afflicted hear and rejoice.
Glorify the LORD with me; let us exalt his name together.
I sought the LORD, and he answered me; he delivered me from all my fears.
Those who look to him are radiant; their faces are never covered with shame…
Come, my children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
Whoever of you loves life and desires to see many good days,
keep your tongue from evil and your lips from telling lies.
Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it…
The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them; he delivers them from all their troubles.
Psalm 34:1-5,11-14;17
Discipleship is a lifelong task. As Christians our constant goal is to grow in our relationship with God, to mold
ourselves into the image of Christ, and to use all that we have and are to bring glory to God. The Westminster
Confession of Faith puts it this way: Q. What is the chief end of man? A. To glorify God and enjoy Him
forever. As Reformed people we believe we are called to bear witness to Jesus Christ with every aspect of our
lives –in our families, in our workplaces, in our leisure. There is no realm of our lives outside of God’s
redemptive touch and no part of us that He does not value and want to use to build His kingdom.
Discipleship is happening at WOW-Kids! Every Wednesday night, children ages 3 through third grade spend
time learning how to worship and interacting with a Bible story though crafts, games, stories, and songs. We
have gathered cotton –ball manna, watched Elijah confront the prophets of Baal as God put streamers of “fire”
on an altar covered in silly string “water,” and wandered with Abraham and Sarah until we found a tent with
baby Isaac.
Sunday School is another wonderful place for discipleship. Every Sunday from 9:30-10:15 children of all
ages are learning about God from caring teachers. The children bond with their peers and teachers and learn
how to apply God’s Word to their daily lives through engaging activities. If you want to feel hopeful about the
future of the church, come experience WOW-Kids! Or Children’s Sunday School.
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March 24 (Devotional from Tracie)

I will strengthen Judah and save the tribes of Joseph.
I will restore them because I have compassion on them…
Their children will see it and be joyful; their hearts will rejoice in the LORD.
I will signal for them and gather them in.
Surely I will redeem them; they will be as numerous as before…
Though I scatter them among the peoples, yet in distant lands they will remember me.
They and their children will survive, and they will return…
and there will not be room enough for them.
Zechariah 10:6-10
The book of Zechariah is filled with prophecies about Holy Week and Jesus’ journey to the cross and his
working of our redemption. Zechariah 9 depicts the Messiah as “humble and riding on a donkey” while
Jerusalem rejoices. The betrayal of Jesus for thirty pieces of silver is foretold in Zechariah 11. Prophecies about
Jesus’ death include Jerusalem mourning over “the one whom they have pierced,” a “fountain” opening to
“cleanse them from impurity,” and a “shepherd” being slain. The prophecies end with a great time of blessing
for Jerusalem where even the cooking pots and the bells of the horses shall be marked “Holy to the Lord.”
Biblically children are a great blessing. Jesus, Himself, comes to us as a child and as an adult He blesses the
children. God’s covenant with His people is conveyed from generation to generation through the birth of
children. We continue this every time we baptize a child and are reminded that God’s promises are for us and
for “our children’s children.” The prophet Zechariah depicts the restoration and redemption of God’s people
through the blessing of children. An abundance of children - so many that there is not enough room for them- is
a way that God shows his compassion and love.
Using this criteria LMPC is certainly being blessed by the Lord. Each Sunday we see this passage illustrated
for us when the kindergarteners and below leave for Children’s Church after the children’s message. There is
not enough room for them all! We have wonderful facilities but with such an abundance of blessings, we need
more adults to help with Children’s Church. We could use several volunteers each Sunday, but currently have
so few volunteers that we have challenges covering some Sundays.
If you want to see the blessing Zechariah depicts and joys associated with it, please consider volunteering for
Children’s Church. A lesson and all supplies are provided. You show a video and read a Bible story. Then there
are fun activities like games, crafts, and a snack. Best of all you get to tell our children how much God loves
them and to be blessed by the children. To see a roomful of happy children learning how precious they are to
God will fill you with so much joy and hope – and give you a kingdom vision of the blessings that God intends
for His people and has given to us through Jesus Christ.
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March 25 (Devotional from Tracie)

But now, this is what the LORD says –
he who created you, Jacob; he who formed you, Israel:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you….
For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior…
Do not be afraid, for I am with you;
I will bring your children from the east and gather you from the west..
Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth—
everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory…
“You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “and my servant whom I have chosen,
so that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he..
Isaiah 43:1-3, 5-7,10
When I was a little girl, I was afraid of thunder storms. I remember going to Sunday School and hearing that
Jesus calmed the storm. What a difference that made in my young life! I knew I did not have to be afraid
because Jesus was the One who had power over the thunder and lightening. And over the years what a comfort
it has been to me to know the One who also calms the storms of our lives.
Teaching children transforms the world. We mold the future by shaping the character of the next generation.
As Christians we know our faith is always just one generation away from extinction. What greater impact could
we have for God than by showing a child the life-transforming power of Jesus Christ. And what joy as we see
God through their eyes!
Long ago the prophet Isaiah called us to be witnesses to God’s suffering servant. Isiah reminds us that God
created us and redeemed us. He called us and claimed us. He protects us from danger and calms our fears. God
is our Savior. We need never fear for the Holy One of Israel is always with us. We are His children and He will
gather us from the ends of earth to Him. What wonderful security and comfort God gives to us.
I cannot imagine trying to navigate the sunny days of my life –much less the stormy ones –without the
comfort of God’s providential care and loving-kindness. What hope we can have as we have the honor of being
God’s witnesses to the next generation.
Prayer: Lord, help me to be a witness to you this day.
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March 26 (Devotional from Tracie)

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every
spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in
his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his
pleasure and will— to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s
grace that he lavished on us… In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of
him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first to
put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.
For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s people, I have
not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. I keep asking that the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him
better. I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he
has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably great power for
us who believe.

Ephesians1:3-8, 11,15-19

This passage in Ephesians brings us back to where we started this
week – the great love of God that made us His children. As Paul
writes truly we have been blessed “with every spiritual blessing.”
What an incredible wonder that God chose us before the creation of
the world to be holy and blameless in His sight. In love we have
been predestined to be His adopted children. And God has done all
this as free gift of grace through the death of Jesus whose blood has
redeemed us and forgiven our sins.
Since God has loved us so much as to save us and claim us as His children, we are called to “put our hope in
Christ” and “live for the praise of His glory.” Lent is a journey of learning how to do this. And I truly believe
that children can help us learn to hope in Christ. They see Him with such joy, clarity, and wonder. The Bible
comes alive as we hear it anew with them. And what could give God more glory and praise than to guide the
next generation to a life-transforming faith in Him!
How very grateful I am to God for everyone who works with children - for our teachers and our Prayer Partners, for
volunteers who serve in our nursery, Children’s Church, WOW, and Vacation Bible School. How I thank God that you are
willing to tell children about your faith in Jesus and love for God’s people. May “the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father,” continue to give all of you who serve our children “a Spirit of wisdom and revelation” so that you and
those you serve may know God better. May God grant to all of us at LMPC “that the eyes of our hearts may be
enlightened so that we may know the hope to which God has called us, the riches of His glorious inheritance in His holy
people and His incomparably great power for us who believe.”
Prayer: Help me to see your love that makes me your child.
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March 27: Be the Water (Written by: Zeta Hastings) Psalm 119: 9-11
“How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living according to your word. I seek you with all my
heart; do not let me stray from your commands. I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin
against you.”
Thoughts:
In the youth program, we have a slogan we say a lot: #Bethewater. Often times, people outside the youth
program may wonder what that means. It came from a video by Pastor Michael Todd of Transformation
Church. He provides a demonstration that ping pong balls are what the world tries to tell us: things like how we
should look, how we should act, what we should or shouldn’t have by a certain age. He begins pouring water
over the ping pong balls until it’s about half full. At that point, most people can only really see the balls and not
the water. He goes on to say that if we will study our bible and really devote ourselves to a godly life, those
ping pong balls eventually will be pushed out by the water and all that will be left is the pure and holy water of
Jesus. We often think that if we do the “right” things like go to church on Sunday or give a little money to the
church, then we are living a godly life. But that’s not really what God called us to do-that’s what we like to say
is “a little juicy on Sunday”….you know, it starts to feel a little better, but still not as good as it could be. God
calls us to do more than check a box or simply show up…the question becomes how are we living every single
day. Do you seek God with your whole heart? Do you strive to follow his commands to the best of your
ability? It doesn’t mean we may not mess up sometimes, but our heart is pure in our intentions. The deeper we
grow in our faith through bible studies, relationships with others, and try to follow Jesus, the more content and
richer our lives become. I challenge you this Lent season to think about your spiritual life. Are you a little
juicy on Sunday or are you completely filled up with God’s amazing presence? Do you seek God with your
whole heart?
Prayer: Gracious God, give us a heart that yearns for you. Help us to dig deeper and focus on following you
and not what the world wants us to believe. Help us to be filled with your amazing love fully and completely.
Lead us to a place where we are completely filled up with you and not of the world. Amen.
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March 28: Hope in Job (By: Zeta Hastings )
“Because even if he killed me, I’d keep on hoping. I’d defend my innocence to the end.”
Job 13:15 The Message

Thoughts:
Job is one of my favorite books of the bible. It is one that is filled with doubt, struggle, and ultimately shows us how
struggles can lead us to have a much deeper faith. This verse reminds us that we can find peace with God against all the
odds. It has always amazed me how someone can face tragedy or death and still have hope in God. Working in the
hospital, it is moving to be with someone who has a deep faith in the hours and minutes prior to their death. There is a
beautiful peace that that person has. So often, I am told by a patient that they have nothing to fear because they have faith
in God. I find myself wanting to talk to that person to ask them so many questions like how can you be so confident in
God knowing you are nearing death? Each time I have talked with a patient, they remind me that having faith is believing
in what we cannot see and what God’s plan is for our lives. I walk away thinking “I want to be that strong in my faith”facing death with hope and certainty. I think often times we think that having faith means the absence of struggle or that
we cannot question or wrestle with God. I believe we find our deepest faith often in some of the darkest places. This
verse is written when Job is really struggling and even in that, he can find it in himself to have faith in God, through the
relationship with God that he has. Isn’t that what God ultimately wants for us? To have the kind of faith that says no
matter what.. no matter the diagnosis, the death, the tragedy; I still have hope in my faith and my God. I don’t know about
you, but I believe that’s the way God wants us to live each and every day. God wants us to live with a certainty in our
faith, that no matter what happens, God is our hope.
Prayer:
Gracious God, we ask you to help us see the beauty in the mess. Help us to use the opportunity to grow deeper in your
word and to keep our hearts focused on you. Amen.
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March 29: Our Youth (By: Zeta Hastings)
“Get the word out. Teach all these things. And don’t let anyone put you down because you’re young. Teach believers
with your life: by word, by demeanor, by love, by faith, by integrity.” 1 Timothy 4:12 The Message
Thoughts:
It seems obvious that a person charged with working with teenagers would use this verse to think on. It seems to be the
go to verse for teenagers within the church, but there is so much wisdom in what it says. Did you know that the size of a
church’s youth group is the greatest predictor of the overall health of the church? I think it’s important to know, but it
doesn’t mean that we are driven by numbers to define our success. It gives us guidelines to measure how we are doing. I
believe if we dig even deeper, our youth have a lot more to teach us. Our youth don’t want big fancy trips (while they are
fun) or even flashy programs. At the end of the day, they want relationships with authentic people who model Christ for
them. In Kenda Dean’s book, Practicing Passion; she states there are three longings every youth carries into our church:
1: Know me, 2: Move me, and 3: Be there for me. Isn’t that what we all want from our church? To be known, moved,
and supported? Each Sunday night, our youth show up downstairs and blow the adults away. They crave deep bible
studies, they want to be challenged with what’s relevant to their world today. They are more tolerant, more easily
adaptable to change, and they push us to think outside the box. In this verse, God calls us to listen to our youth, but it is
so much more than just hearing what they say, it’s allowing them to guide how we live and how we follow Christ. Just
this week, we were working the pre-sale for the Consignment Sale. As I sat there exhausted, one of our Sr. High students
looked at me and asked if we could have a bible study after Pre-Sale. In my adult exhaustion, I said, “Are you going to
lead it?” He replied, “sure”. Isn’t that amazing? Our youth want to know that they matter and that their church is there
for them-by praying for them, by showing up, and by knowing them.
Prayer: God, help us to know our youth. Help us to learn from their energy, their hope, and to listen to their questions.
Guide us in reminding them how valuable they are within our church. Amen.
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March 30: Do Not Give Up (By Zeta Hastings)

“But as for you, Be Strong and Do not give up for your work will be rewarded”. 2 Chronicles 15:7

Thoughts:
Have you ever worked really hard for something and felt like it simply wasn’t good enough? Or maybe you tried to
change things and got strange looks? Or maybe someone avoids you because you wouldn’t just go along with what they
wanted? Change is very scary for a lot of people. If you have ever been called by God to a position, it often comes with
joy and heartache. Work is never easy, otherwise it wouldn’t really be work. It seems like often times, we look for the
easy way out of things-or maybe the comfortable way. But in this verse, God calls us to be strong. This comes out of a
season when God’s leaders gave up. In Hebrew, “Do not give up” is raphah which literally means to relax, to lose
courage. We often lose courage when we lose over and over again. But God calls us to not give up- instead to have
courage and strength, just as Jesus never gave up on himself. Brene’ Brown is a researcher at University of Houston who
studies vulnerability. She talks a lot in her books and research about having the courage to show up and be seen-be really
seen for all the flaws, being vulnerable. She states” you can choose courage or you can choose comfort, but you cannot
have both.” We often choose comfort because it’s less risk and it is easier. It requires a lot of strength to change and be
open to failure. But as this verse says, God calls us to choose courage. He even goes on to say that our work will be
rewarded if we choose courage.
Where in your spiritual life do you feel that you can find courage? Once you find that
courage, be strong and your work will be rewarded!
Prayer: Gracious God, help us to find courage. Help us to find your strength and work towards what you want us to
change. Amen.
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March 31: God’s Filters (By Zeta Hastings)
“The Lord your God is with you; he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love.
He will rejoice over you with singing”.
Zephaniah 3:17
Thoughts:
I think it is incredibly hard to live in this day and age. We are constantly bombarded by images and thoughts of how we
should look, act, or be. We have filters on our phones where we can edit how we look and we can control how we appear.
I often tell the youth that they have no idea what it was like when we had to wait to get film developed for 7 days and
eventually they finally came out with one hour. There was no “I don’t like that picture so I will delete it!” We have
filters that make us look skinnier, prettier, a different animal, you name it. But have you ever noticed that we don’t really
use God as a filter? How often do we see ourselves the way that God created us? God created each of us unique and in
his image. As this verse says, God takes delight in each of us. He celebrates us each and every day. How would our
world be different if we thought of God with us as much as we use our filters? I would venture to say we might find a
little more contentment. A little more delight. I challenge you to think about seeing yourself through God’s filter and
not that of the world.
Prayer: Heavenly God, thank you for your love. Help us to see ourselves through your filter and not the filters of the
world. Amen.
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4/1/19 (Devotional from Ben Sloan)
Philippians 1:6- “He who began a good work in you will be faithful to complete it until the day of Christ Jesus
Thoughts: In our day many fall away from the faith. While the church was growing exponentially in the day of the New
Testament, there were also many who fell away. Some fell because they were mistaken about what the Christian faith
entailed, and when they realized, then they would leave. Some fell because of sin and division in the church. Some fell
because of the worries of this world took away their ability to put their trust in a good God. Jesus gave the parable of the
seed and soil when he saw the large crowds- knowing that he would be alone on the cross at the end. Yet, enough kept the
faith that the faith was passed on until the ember turned into a powerful fire.
This Easter a new version of Pilgrim’s Progress comes out. It is an allegory of the Christian journey. Many of the
greatest leaders in Christianity have read this classic that talks of our journey from unbelief to “The Celestial City.” We
face many temptations along the way- Giant despair, lions of persecution that frighten us, vanity fair, the valley of the
shadow and more. But we are to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus and believe that He will send help when it is needed most.
The hope is found in the same place that Paul had “confidence.” The hope is not found in our ability to stay the course
and hold the line. The hope is found in the One in whom Paul had confidence. Faith without God and God’s power
would mean nothing. Paul was affirming that faith is a gift and keeping the faith is also a gift. It is not something we can
do in our own strength. So when you find your faith slipping- don’t just try harder and do more- but pray more. There
are, in everyone’s life of faith times of darkness and disillusionment and distraction. In the Book of Revelation it reminds
us of our need to “return to your first love.” God’s love is there for us- we need to seek it, call out to Him, and build on
the “good work” that He has begun. God has a purpose for us- a good work that He is doing in us. We can trust and rely
on Him to continue that work. Jesus said in another place (Jn. 10), “I know my sheep and my sheep know me…they
listen to my voice…no one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father who is greater than all, has given them to me, and
no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.” We too can have confidence that God who calls us to Himself, adopts
us as children, and gives us eternal life will keep us in His care.

Prayer: Lord, keep me in your love. Help me through to the end.
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4/2 ROMANS 5:3-5 Devotional from Ben
3Not

only that, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured
out His love into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us.
Thoughts: It is very important to know that the Christian hope is not simply in this life. We learn and produce hope as we
face suffering and see God sees us through it. Persevering through suffering makes us better people with character.
Character goes back to a true spiritual virtue that “abides” and that is hope. When God sees you through your suffering
time and time again- rewarding your perseverance and strengthening your character then you find hope. You learn to
hope in God- and to call on Him when you’re in trouble. Suffering refines us as gold- teaching us to not give up because
we have a hope. Hope is ultimately fulfilled by the love of the Holy Spirit. God comes to us- and comforts us through the
One Jesus calls the Comforter- the Holy Spirit. The hope we have is that God will bring us some relief, some peace, some
strength, some meaning in the midst of the suffering of life.
I can remember one time when we were in our first year of ministry. We thought we were rich because instead of
paying money we were earning it for the first time. But we did not know about taxes. We barely scraped up enough to
pay taxes but that literally meant we had no money for food. We had a few potatoes and some baby food for our 1 year
old. We decided we would not ask my parents or my wife’s for help, but trust in God. The day we paid our taxes a knock
came on the door. It was an inactive member and former elder who had fallen into some disgrace because of a public
immoral act. He had brought a bag of T-bone steaks! Our mouths literally fell open- for NO one knew our problem. We
now had steaks for every day until the next pay check- but could not afford lettuce bread to go with it. This was a
suffering that produced perseverance that ended in hope. We learned to rely and hope in God. God has seen us through
time after time. He is not a dead inactive God, but a living Lord in whom we can hope.
Prayer: Lord, in the midst of the hardships of life, help me to trust in you.

32

4/3 Romans 8:17-18,24-25 Devotional from Ben
17And

if we are children, then we are heirs: heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ—if indeed we suffer with Him,
so that we may also be glorifiborn ed with Him.18I consider that our present sufferings are not comparable to the
glory that will be revealed in us.19The creation waits in eager expectation for the revelation of the sons of
God. 24For in this hope we were saved; but hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he can already
see? 25But if we hope for what we do not yet see, we wait for it patiently.
Thoughts: There is hope found in having an inheritance. It is a prospect that not only will the tight times get
looser, but also that you are remembered and loved. In the ancient world, the inheritance was usually the
equivalent of a retirement. In this passage we are reminded that we are children of God but also heirs of all God’s
blessings. We may think that the greatest inheritance is eternal life- but there is more. For those who love God,
the greatest inheritance is being in His welcoming and loving presence. It is having all our faith, hope, and love
in Him fulfilled. One day… out ship will come in- and it will be more and better than we can imagine. Just as
we must wait for the proper time for an inheritance to come, so we must wait on God’s blessing. As heirs, we
receive some blessings now. Just as children receive blessing as children but one day will be made heirs. As
Prince William of England receives blessings and titles now but is not king yet. We are being shaped and molded
to receive the blessings with grace and gratitude.
Prayer: Lord, thank you for the inheritance and hope we have in you.
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4/4- 1 Peter 1:3 Devotional from Ben

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
Thoughts: We are given birth into a living hope. When we come to Christ, we are given a new birth. Jesus said
it like being born again- born from above. The birth is into a new way of life. It is a way of life that avoids the
ways of death and destruction. Instead is a way of love, faith, hope, and joy.
One of the great signs that the Christian life is a way of hope is that Jesus is raised from the dead. So death is
not the end- but there is hope beyond death. The hope we have is through the resurrection. Because Jesus is
raised, we have not only hope but an active and living hope. Jesus is alive to make that hope real for us.
Once I knew a young man whose father was a multi-millionaire. But the father was sick. As long as the
father was alive, he was a huge blessing to his son. He loved to teach him and to pass on any wisdom he had in
life. In some ways he was a living hope to his son. Jesus is much more. He is alive and will never die. He
continues to guide us, protect us, support us in life. He gives us a living hope.
Prayer: Lord, let me live in your hope. Praised be to you because in your mercy you give me hope.

The white buffalo is a symbol of hope.
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4/5- Hebrews 11:1 Devotional form Ben
1Now

faith is the assurance of what we hope for and the certainty of what we do not see.

Thoughts: Faith has to do with hope. Faith is the assurance of what we hope for. What DO we hope for? We
do not just hope for ourselves- we hope for God and His kingdom. Christianity has a different hope than just
humanitarianism. Humanitarianism has a hope of helping people and focusing on the worldly welfare (eat,
drink, shelter, clothes) of people. Christianity incorporates that hope but doesn’t stop there. It also adds a
spiritual dimension that goes beyond this life and this world. Christians do not live just for themselves, or even
for others- but for the God who made the world. Faith is the assurance of that hope. Faith is the assurance that
what we invest ourselves in will be worth it in the end.
Faith also is a certainty of what we do not see. How can someone be certain of God? I have heard many
simply say, “It is impossible to know about God.” Christians believe that God is more certain than anything
else in all of life for He made all things. God is the reality of all things for He created reality. Reality is not
something we dreamed nor is it a cosmic accident. The phrase, “The certainty of what we do not see” is really
synonymous with “assurance of what we hope for.” Certainty of what we do not see is a good definition of a
strong hope which is based on faith. We put our faith in our hope.
An old illustration of both this faith and hope is a story of a mountain climber who had gone as far up as he
could go. He was bone tired, and he found himself stuck on the mountain with no way to go up, sideways, or
down. He prayed and called out for help. But he heard a voice underneath him saying, “I know you can’t see
me, but if you will drop, I will catch you.” The climber couldn’t see the catcher, and he had to hope he was
there and then he had to let go to put his faith into practice. So we must hope in God, and act on that hope by
faith.
Prayer: Lord, help me to find assurance and hope in you.

The Celtic Triquetra is a symbol of faith hope and love knotted together in God.
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4/6- 1 John 3:3 Devotional from Ben
2Beloved, we are now children of God, and what we will be has not yet been revealed. We know that when
Christ appears, we will be like Him, for we will see Him as He is. 3And everyone who has this hope in Him
purifies himself, just as Christ is pure. (1 John 3:3)

Thoughts: The hope that is mentioned here is the hope that “we shall be like him.” This is the hope of the
resurrection. This is “what we shall be.” Our hope is that as Christ is raised we shall be raised. The early
church- who witnessed the resurrection lived in this hope. The early church was known for purified lives, for
loving one another so well- whether they had money and status or whether they were poor and slaves. Hope
combined with a strong faith and fueled by love- motivates us to live purified lives.
Some times people want to bargain with God. They will say things like- “I will go to church if you just do
this for me.” Or, “I will be good if you’ll just do this.” They are motivated to live a purified life by a vain
hope. Sadly, we are supposed to live purified lives anyway- without any extra motivation. But we stumble
because of our pride or selfishness.
But part of our motivation is that Christ is pure. We want to be like him in his resurrection, so we want to be
like him in his purity. I have seen younger basketball players imitating the move of more experienced players.
They will also start imitating their off-court behavior (good or bad). They are motivated by the hope of getting
better. So we look to our older brother, Jesus. We seek to imitate his resurrection but also his pure life.
Prayer: Lord, give me grace to follow in your steps.
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4/7- Titus 2:13- We wait for the blessed hope… Devotional from Ben
11For

the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men. 12It instructs us to renounce ungodliness
and worldly passions, and to live sensible, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13as we await the blessed
hope and glorious appearance of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He gave Himself for us to redeem
us from all lawlessness and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.
Thoughts: Grace has appeared and our hope is that He will appear again. This is like experiencing one very
special event and then waiting for another special event to come. This is like a grandmother awaiting a new
grandchild to arrive.
Waiting for Christ to come to is described as “the blessed hope.” It is a hope that is blessed. As we wait on
justice to come- and Christ to come we are blessed. Much as Jesus said, “Blessed are you when men insult you;
blessed are those who mourn; or blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth.
This passage specifically emphasizes that the hope involves Jesus as Savior. The idea is that Jesus redeems
us not only from our sins, but from the structure of “lawlessness.” He saves us from the pressure of the world
that asks us to give into animal-like behavior and to live in love and grace.
Prayer: Lord, we wait. We wait for the day when you make justice reign.
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4/8- Romans 12:12 Devotional from Ben
12Be

joyful in hope, patient in affliction, persistent in prayer.

Thoughts: Hope brings joy. Joy brings hope. Hope makes like lighter, more enjoyable. Hope inspires us to be
patient in affliction because we think there may be an end to affliction. Hope keeps us focused on prayer. We
have hope that God will hear us and help us in our time of need.
Hope moves us away from depression, sadness, and despair. Instead it gives us purpose and meaning which
not only keeps us from giving into sadness or giving up on life. The joy that is found in hope reminds me of the
verse: “weeping may remain for the night, but joy comes in the morning.” Hope is the idea that the sadness and
darkness will not last forever.
The Greek word for “Hope” is elpis- which means expectation, confidence, and trust. Our ultimate trust is in
God and that brings us the expectation that He will win- thus good and right wins in the end.
Prayer: Lord, may your hope fill me up and bring me joy, patience, and persistence in prayer.
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4/9- Romans 15:4-6 Devotional from Ben
4For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in
the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. 5May the God who gives endurance and
encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6so that with one
mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Thoughts: It seems as if Paul is saying, “everything written in the Old Testament was written…so that we might have hope.” Hope is
such an important part of human life and faith. Without hope we are living shallow, meaningless, “it just doesn’t matter” existences.
But with hope there is purpose, meaning, a reason to do good, and something to which we can look forward.
There also is a little bit of word play going on in these verses. The Old Testament (everything written in the past) was written so
that we might have endurance and encouragement. Then Paul spills over into a prayer: “May the God who gives endurance and
encouragement”…. Endurance and encouragement both point to hope. We endure because we have hope. We are encouraged to
have hope and hope brings about both endurance and encouragement. The prayer goes on to pray that we would have the same
attitude Jesus had. What attitude was that? It is the attitude of hope. The pattern: endurance, encouragement, hope continues.
Jesus trusted us and put his hope in us to continue the work- the glorification of God.
Hope also solidifies unity. If we share the same hope- and are looking forward to the same thing- there is a shared vision, a shared
purpose that keeps us traveling our the same pilgrim pathway. So we have one mind with those on the path, and one voice. We
have one mind in hope meaning we are united in our thinking about Christ. We have one voice in that we speak of Him in terms of
love. Hope spills over into words and even song because of the joy we have in our hope.
Prayer: Lord, let me have endurance and encouragement who give me hope. Help me to endure the problems I face this day with
hope.
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4/10- Ephesians 2:11-14 Devotional from Ben
11Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who
call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human hands)—12remember that at that time
you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise,
without hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.

Thoughts: Paul reminds us that once we were not a part of God’s city, God’s family. Once we were
without hope. When we put our hope and faith in Christ we become citizens of his kingdom- on the path to our
common home. We are not all included simply by existing. But all are invited to come to God. To be without
hope means to be excluded from the citizenship, excluded from God.
In the Book “Pilgrim’s Progress” the journey of those who believe is explored. It begins with a certificate of
citizenship into the Celestial City given at the cross. We all who are on the path are getting nearer and nearer to
our home. He also unites us to all who are on the same path.
When we become citizens we also become part of God’s great family. It doesn’t matter where you are from,
what language you speak, how much you have, how educated you are. All that matters in the end is do you
know Christ who brings us into His citizenship, His peace, and His family. In Him there is a unity, and a love
that can never truly be broken by our false and sinful barriers.
Prayer: Lord, the world throws up many barriers trying to divide your family. I even may throw up walls of
hostility. Break these walls down that I may be united with all those who believe.
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4/11- Revelation 21:1-7 Devotional from Ben
1Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” a for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and
there was no longer any sea. 2I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look!
God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God
himself will be with them and be their God. 4‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more
death’ b or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 5He who was seated on the
throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and
true.” 6He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will
give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I
will be their God and they will be my children.

Thoughts: Heaven is surely a major part of our hope. It is not just the hope of everlasting life- though that
in itself is a great hope. That there is a life beyond death means that death is not the last word. It also means
that the frivolous and shallow joys of this life are not all there is. It also means that the suffering and shaping
we have in this life prepare us for a life beyond the grave.
But more than this- the hope is also that the everlasting life is a blessed life- much better than this life. So
there is no more crying, death, mourning, or pain. God understands our crying, death, mourning and pain
because He has felt them Himself in the person of Jesus.
Eternal life is the stopping of the bad things of the current life, the giving of an eternal life, and then the
satisfaction, victory, inheritance, full adoption, deep true fellowship with God and others and joy. He satisfies
our thirst with His living water. He gives us victory over this world’s temptation, destruction, and death. We
must cross the river of death- but on the other side there is an inheritance waiting for us.
The clearest hope is that we who love God and long for Him will see Him face to face. It is like our loved
one has been away for a long time and then we are reunited with them. The promise of the covenant is fulfilledthe covenant of the Bible is that “I will be their God and they will be my people.” Jesus clarified it saying that
He will be our Father and we will be His children. This is our ultimate hope- the pinnacle of hope. We have a
taste of this hope now. After death we will have our hope fulfilled.
Prayer: Thank you Lord, for the wonderful hope of heaven.
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4/12- 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 Devotional from Ben
13Brothers

and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like
the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will
bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.15According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord
himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of
God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.18Therefore encourage one another
with these words.
Thoughts: We do not need to grieve as those who have no hope. There are those whose hope is only in this life, so when
someone died their hopes are dashed and snuffed out. Our hope is that we will see Christ and be with Him not just in this
life, but forever.
The coming of the Lord at the end of history is one of the most debated and unusual things of faith. For secularists it is
a silly belief. They point to many other stories where people want the hero to come back after death. So Harry Potter,
General George Patton, Hannibal, and King Arthur made the claim that they would come back.
The difference is that Jesus’ tomb is empty (a continually verified evidence) and that he rose from the dead. We know
Christ is alive so He has the power and opportunity to come back The coming back of Jesus is in every book in the New
Testament that is over one chapter long. It was an important belief in the early church. Some water down this belief to
the idea that we will individually see Jesus at the end of history- so He in effect comes to us. But this is less than scripture
says. Cannot the God who made all things, who rose from the dead, also not come back to earth?
The purpose of His coming is a testimony to His power and glory. It is a public reminder of who is in control- not
kings, not scientists or experts, but God. His coming also immediately puts an end to injustice and unfairness. His first
coming was as a suffering servant- sacrificing Himself for our sins. His second coming is a reminder of His power and
glory. This also inspires hope, which is why Paul says we should “encourage one another with these words.”
Prayer: Help me, Lord, to long for your appearing. Help me to long for the day when the wicked will not win, but your
utter fairness will reign.
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4/13- 1 Corinthians 15:19 Devotional from Ben

19If

only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.

Thoughts: This verse implies two kinds of hope. There is a hope in Christ for this life. It is the hope that God will answer
prayer, bear fruit through us, use us to make a difference, and make this world better (on earth as it is in heaven). But that
is definitely not all the hope. We also have a hope in the next life- a hope in eternity. What we do here has eternal
ramifications. That makes what we do here that much more important.
The idea that we are to be most pitied is that our hopes are empty and temporary without the resurrection of Christ.
There are philosophies and religions that say that their hope is for the here and now. But Christians claim more.
Therefore we would be made oto be liars, crazy, or self-deceptive.
Prayer: Lord, help me to live in your hope in this life and the next.

43

4/14- Acts 13:1-5- A Mother/Daughter Church in the Bible Devotional from Ben
1Now there were at Antioch, in

the church that was there, prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was
called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and
Saul. 2While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for Me Barnabas and
Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on
them, they sent them away.
4So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia and from there
they sailed to Cyprus. 5When they reached Salamis, they began to proclaim the word of God in the synagogues
of the Jews; and they also had John as their helper.
Thoughts: This is classically described as the beginning of the First Missionary Journey of Paul. The Church in Antioch, Turkey (then
Syria) was perhaps the largest church of the day. The church was growing, but felt like they should not be alone. The Spirit of God
spoke to them and said to set apart some missionaries/evangelists to start more churches.
Fasting was an interesting part of their commissioning. It was while they were fasting that the Spirit told them to set apart
Barnabas and Saul. They then set them apart with more fasting. Fasting is basically refraining in order to concentrate. In our day
we do not like to refrain from anything. It is part of our consumer culture- we live to consume and experience more and more. To
experience self-control seems so foreign to us. But this restraint of the world helped them to listen to the Spirit.
The church prayed and even fasted for them. They helped them set sail. We could say that the persecution in Jerusalem
scattered the Christians so that the word had to spread. But that is like scattering seed randomly on top of the ground- hoping some
will grow. But starting a church through another church is obviously the first clearly successful biblical model. Experts (Like David
Stentzer) say that the very best way to reach unbelievers for Christ is to start a new church; and the very best way to start a new
church is to do so through a mother church. This is what we are doing at LMPC.
Prayer: Lord, as we seek to follow you and bear fruit for you, help us.

(Pioneers from LMPC praying in Justin Pepper room at Y before worship)
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4/15- 2 Tim. 4:1-5 Do the Work of an Evangelist Devotional from Ben
1I

charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of
His appearing and His kingdom: 2Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke,
and encourage with every form of patient instruction. 3For the time will come when men will not tolerate sound
doctrine, but with itching ears they will gather around themselves teachers to suit their own desires. 4So they
will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5But you, be sober in all things, endure
hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

Thoughts: The word “evangelist” may bring a lot of bad connotations in our day. Perhaps the greatest
and most positive evangelist in America- who called himself and evangelist was Billy Graham. Paul was
telling Timothy to “get out there.” He was telling him to not be distracted, fearful, discouraged or
shrink back. He was telling him to not simply be a people pleaser or a comfort pleaser but someone
who sought to please God.
Not everyone is called to “preach the word” or “do the work of an evangelist.” However, our job is
to not discourage them but to encourage their work. The world needs an evangelist. We do not need
to let the world define for us what an evangelist is for they will mock them every time. The world
doesn’t want to hear that they should give up their sin and pride. They will often persecute
evangelists. One way they do it today is by deriding the name “evangelist” like in itself it is horrible. In
the Book, Pilgrim’s Progress, the Evangelist led the way to hope. He was a pointer. As someone said, “
Being an evangelist is like one beggar telling another beggar to get bread.” Our job is to encourage
them and even pray for them to point.

(Evangelist pointing the way for Christian in “Pilgrim’s Progress”
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4/16- Romans 1:14-16 Devotional from Ben
14I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish. 15That is why I am so eager to
preach the gospel also to you who are in Rome. 16I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God
for salvation to everyone who believes, first to the Jew, then to the Greek.

Thoughts: When I was ordained to ministry, the presbytery’s committee on ministry told me to preach a sermon on this text. I was
as nervous as a turkey the day before Thanksgiving. But these words in themselves gave me courage to speak up. In fact, these
words should help us all to be proud of Jesus and glad to have Him in our lives. The world would ask us to please be silent while they
are on the way to the cliff. But someone needs to speak up and say that “this road ends- but there is another way!”
The Bible itself says that the cross is offensive to those who do not believe. In our secular culture we should expect it. Now this
does not give us leeway to be crass or pushy. But it also tells us to not be embarrassed or ashamed. When we went to Africa and
were in the refugee camp- malaria was there but there was no malaria medicine. We had to be a bit careful publicizing that we had
the medicine lest we be stampeded, but we also did not need to be so quiet that no one was helped. Paul felt this way about the
Gospel of Christ. I feel this way too. I have seen someone change their lives for better because they have started believing. I have
seen the eyes of people light up when previously they had no hope. The Gospel means there is hope beyond death, and even more,
it means there is meaning and purpose in this life. There has been a huge drop among all ages in our willingness to tell other people
about our faith (15% in the last 10 years). So let us not hide our light under a basket, but let’s let our light shine. Similarly, Jesus
said, “Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, I will be ashamed of them before my heavenly Father in heaven.”
Prayer: Lord, help me to not be ashamed of you. Give me an opportunity during Lent to invite someone to church or to a church
event.
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4/17- 1 Corinthians 15:3-5 The Heart of the Gospel Devotional from Ben
3For

what I received I passed on ,to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, 4that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5and that He appeared
to Cephasa and then to the Twelve. 6After that, He appeared to more than five hundred brothers at once, most of whom
are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8And last of all He
appeared to me also, as to one of untimely birth.
Thoughts: So if you boil down the Christian message to one thing- what would it be? Paul says that he received from the
Apostles the things of first importance. That is, he is trying to pass on the essentials. What are they?
1) The Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures. There is much here. He calls Jesus “Christ” which is the
Greek for Messiah or “anointed one.” He was anointed to be the sacrifice for our sins. This is “according to the
scriptures.” He is talking about the scriptures of the Old Testament. All the sacrifices of the Old Testament- every
animal, every meal/grain/peace sacrifice, was pointing to the sacrifice of Jesus. Isaiah says, “The Lord has laid on Him
the iniquity of us all.”
2) He was buried. That is he did not fake his death. He was sealed in a tomb. He was really dead. The Jewish tradition
is that when someone is dead three days they are really, really dead. His death was made certain by his burial.
3) He was raised on the third day according to the scriptures. Hosea 6:2 says, “On the third day He will raise us up.”
Scripture points to the Messiah’s resurrection (eg. “You will not allow your holy one to see decay”)
4) He appeared… Sometimes this is left out because it is left out of the Apostles’ Creed. But His appearance means he
wasn’t raised in secret. He had eyewitnesses. Sometimes they were individuals, sometimes the twelve, and sometimes
hundreds at the same time. In the end, what counts for us individually is that He comes to us and we experience the living
love and presence of Christ in our lives by the power of the Holy Spirit. This makes all the other things real to us.
Prayer: Lord, help me to remember what is of first importance in my life and in the teachings of the church. Let me not be
overwhelmed with distractions but to give myself fully to you.
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4/18- Acts 18:9-10 Devotional from Ben

night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking; do not be silent.10For I am with you
and no one will lay a hand on you, because I have many people in this city.”
9One

Thoughts: Paul was in Corinth. Corinth had a lot of things going against speaking out for Christ. The Jew s had
opposed Paul and become abusive of him. The city had a magnificent Temple to Apollos the god of the sun in it. It also
had a huge Temple to Aphrodite (goddess of love) on top of a huge hill above the city so everyone could see it. Corinth
was at a crossroads between the east and west of Greece with a canal/isthmus dug. There was much trade, much money,
and much immorality. The worship of the goddess of love had led to a literal plague of syphilis and sexually transmitted
diseases. So in other ways, Corinth was ripe for the gospel. People were literally sick of the immorality but they didn’t
know how to stop.
Paul was doubtless afraid. He had been beaten. The Lord came to him and said, “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking; do not be
silent.” He was trying to tell Paul that what he had to say was too important to keep bottled up even if people were mean or
negative to him. Paul had great courage, but he needed this encouragement. We need to hear this too. There are many who would
tell us to leave them alone and be quiet. The Lord, who died for us, reminds us that His love is for everyone.
Then God promised Paul protection and said He would be with him. God’s protection is important. But despite what it seemed,
God also had many people in the city. It may be that he had many more to reach there, but also God had many already there. We
too should not be silent but trust in the presence and protection of the Lord.
Prayer: Lord let me not be silent.

Ruins from Apollos Temple with Hill in background that has Aphrodite’s Temple on top.
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4/19- Matthew 23:37-39 Devotional from Ben
37O

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those sent to her, how often I have longed to gather your
children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were unwilling! 38Look, your house is left to you
desolate. 39For I tell you that you will not see Me again until you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.’”
Thoughts: These are the words of Jesus right before he went to Jerusalem to die. The heart of God is for the people. Jonah is an example of
an evangelist who did not have compassion. God called him to go to Ninevah to preach repentance and he instead took a cruise to the
Spanish Riviera resort city of Tarshish. Jonah would much rather be comfortable than do the Lord’s work. There were, after all other people in
the world to do the work. But God more or less forced Jonah to answer. Later, in the hot sun, Jonah again showed his lack of compassion. He
was more concerned about a plant that died which gave him shade than he was the children and animals of the city. God rebuked his lack of
compassion. Jesus on the other hand, had great compassion. He saw that the fields were white for harvest. Instead of running away to seek
his own comfort, Jesus went to Jerusalem to die for the sins of those who would turn to Him. He wept because He knew not only would that
crucify Him, but many would refuse to come to Him even after His resurrection, and the city would be destroyed in punishment for 2,000 years.
Jerusalem’s house would indeed be desolate from 70 AD until 1945. Jesus could see clearly the hurt that comes upon those who deny God’s
help. We need to have that vision squarely in our binoculars and not simply look for our own comfort. Let us, following Jesus, sacrifice in
compassion for others that they may also hear and respond.
Prayer: Lord, give me a heart of compassion. Give me eyes to see the fields are white for harvest. Help me to care that others also hear the
good news.
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4/20- Easter Eve- The Darkness Before the Dawn Devotional from Ben
Weeping may remain for the night, but joy comes in the morning. (Psalm 30:5)
They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one living in
Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things that have happened there in these days? …we had hoped that he was
the one who was going to redeem Israel… (Luke 24:17-21)
Thoughts: When we are in the midst of weeping in the night, and it seems so dark, we may forget the power
of God. When we are downcast, we might forget the promises of hope for us. We can allow our sadness to
overwhelm us, and then refuse to let any good news, hope, or even the presence of God lift us up. We can
easily relish and wallow in our sadness so that it becomes despair. The couple was walking along the road to
Emmaus. It was a seven mile walk- taking about a quarter of the day. They admitted to the risen Christ that
they had their hopes crushed. But there was God- there was the risen Lord- listening to their complaints
about His not being there! So when we complain to God that He wasn’t there in the way and in the timing
that we want, who are we complaining to? God hears our cries. He hears the contrite in heart. He listens to
our broken hearts. But let us not remember that we are too quick to forget. Let us nail our hopes on the cross
of Christ. Let us tie our tears to the cross remembering He is here and His joy will come.
As surely as the Easter sun rises tomorrow, He will come with healing and joy in His wings.

Prayer: Lord, help me to trust in you though the
night seems very dark and very long at times.
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4/21/19- EASTER! Devotional from Ben
Luke 24:21-32 “Do Not Give Up On Hope”
21But

we were hoping He was the One who would redeem Israel. And besides all this, it is the third day since
these things took place. 22Furthermore, some of our women astounded us. They were at the tomb early this
morning, 23but they did not find His body. They came and told us they had seen a vision of angels who said that
Jesus was alive. 24Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had described.
But Him they did not see.” 25Then Jesus said to them, “O foolish ones, how slow are your hearts to believe all
that the prophets have spoken. 26Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and then to enter His
glory?”27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He explained to them what was written in all the
Scriptures about Himself. 28As they approached the village where they were headed, He seemed to be going
farther. 29But they pleaded with Him, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over.” So He
went in to stay with them. 30While He was reclining at the table with them, He took bread, spoke a blessing and
broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Jesus—and He disappeared
from their sight. 32They asked one another, “Were not our hearts burning within us as He spoke with us on the
road and opened the Scriptures to us?”
Thoughts: The two walking on the road to Emmaus were disciples of Jesus and were hoping that Jesus would
redeem the people of God. Their hopes were well founded. They expressed an unclear hope in the
resurrection. But soon, when Jesus broke the Bread of Life- telling them what the Bible said, and broke the
bread by eating it- they began to see. He is our hope, and the resurrection makes the hope of the church real.
In their sadness, they had almost given up on hope.
There are people who are so consumed with grief that
they give up. Grief can lead to despair. In the Book
Pilgrim’s Progress, despair is represented as a giant out to
capture and dissuade those on the way to heaven. Despair
can easily seem to be a giant that cannot be defeated but
throws us into doubting castle. Despair and doubts are
defeated by the key of promise. Believing in the promises
of God gives hope and helps us overcome despair.
Someone once asked, “Why is it that when I know I need
to go to church and find God, that is when I don’t want to
go?” It is a spiritual struggle. Believing in the resurrection
is not a philosophical struggle as much as it is a spiritual
and relational one. Sometimes you have to show up
physically in order to show up spiritually. My advice was to
come late and leave early- sitting in a different spot.
Perhaps pray a bit more and find that the rays of hope
come through the dark clouds- reminding us that though
despair may seem gigantic, God is greater still.
Prayer: Lord, help me to trust in your promise rather then
give into despair.
(Picture- The Easter Sun on top of the Honor Tower of LMPC Easter 2017).
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