The Forward
Look
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER | LMPC | MARCH 2019

Ben’s Bin
It must have been in March that Jesus said, “Look at the birds of the air- they do
not sew or reap or store away and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.” Then he
invited us to look at the flowers of the field that were popping up in spring time.
I can almost hear Jesus say, “those street lights are blinding you to the beauty of the
stars…that light on the lake dock is keeping you from seeing the moon light glimmer
on the ocean.” Many times in the name of safety we blind ourselves to the
enjoyment of beauty. We can let fear- of the future, of something going awry- rob us
of our ability to give thanks and praise to God. In our day many inculcate fear about
missing out on an experience as the fear that keeps us from the greatest experience of
God. We tend to value experiencing sites, sounds, and flashes more than
experiencing the deep love, grace, and hope that God offers our children and our
every day lives. So we are living broad but shallow lives. There is deep beauty right
here. The best experience you can give another (spouse, child, sibling) is not seeing
a new site but seeing life in a new way. The crazy thing is that if we only value
experience it leads not to deep peace, but only a small mountaintop adventure. If we
only live for the mountaintops, we struggle in the valleys. But in the valleys you
may find the presence of God along with the presence of flowers and birds and a
depth of life that enables you to say yes or no to the mountaintops of life and find
peace wherever you are. So our missions theme for March is “Grow in faith.” Let
us grow as we challenge ourselves to experience the depth of life right where we are.
Giving is a concrete way that we show trust in God and do not give in to our fear.
So look around and bring a can for We Care especially this month, and give to
missions out of love and trust.
SHUCK N PEEL March 29
For new members, Shuck N Peel is a fun fellowship event. It is a great way to eat
good food, meet some new church people, and even invite a friend to a church event
outside of church. We will be having this at LMPC Fellowship Place (931 Sugarmill
Rd: Wessinger- left on Old Lexington- left on Jake Meetze- right on Old Forgeright on Sugarmill). The shuck part are the freshly steamed oysters. The Peel part is
the Beaufort Stew (shrimp, corn, sausage, potatoes). The cost is $20 in advance- on
sale after church all of March ($25 at the door)- and that price is just to recoup our
cost and positively compares to any other oyster roast. Come have fellowship with
us!

Church Events


Feb 27-2 - LMPC Youth
Consignment Sale



March 3 – New Member/
Visitor Luncheon



March 5 – Pancake Supper



March 6 - WOW/ Ash Wed.



March 9-



March 10 - Daylight Saving

Usher/Greeter
Training 9:30-10:30

Begins
Congregational Meeting



March 17 - Missions Luncheon



March 29 - Shuck & Peel



April 7 - Youth Sunday



April 18– Maundy Thursday



April 21 - Easter Sunday

Blaine’s Bay
Mission Highlight: Scouting
LMPC has a rich history of supporting scouting in many forms. We
currently sponsor Boy Scout Troop 411, Cub Scout and Webelos
Pack 411, and the newly forming BSA Troop for Girls 412. The
church recently completed a renovation of the Scout Hut that
included $75,000 worth of materials at only one third in actual
expenditures. In addition, members of the church donated months
of labor. The Cub Scouts recently held their annual pine wood
derby. The Boy Scout Troop, which has more than 40 members,
has produced over 100 Eagle Scouts. We are in the processes of
beginning our newest troop, BSA Girls Troop 412 (details are
below).

Boy Scouts Serve as Greeters and Ushers on Scout Sun-

BSA Troop 412 for Girls
The new BSA Troop 412 for Girls will hold its first campout on Friday, March 1st and 2nd. This troop currently
holds its regular meetings in conjunction with other area Troops for Girls. For details, as well as regular meeting
times and dates, please contact Judi Platt at (803) 543-9880 or judi.platt@wellsfargo.com

Mission Committee Frequently Asked Questions
What is Mission Month?
Every March is designated as mission month at LMPC. The Mission committee works hard to educate the church
about the various local, regional and international mission works of the congregation. The elders of the church set
aside March as the month in which to hold a special fundraiser solely for Missions, that is acts outside the life of the
congregation. This fundraiser started because years ago very little of the church funds were used for work outside
the congregation. Thankfully, our generosity and ability to give has grown over the years.
Mission month also serves to consolidate the special offerings of the church to avoid making a special plea too
often. We hope that every person at LMPC will choose to participate in the Mission Month Special offering.

Welcome to LMPC!
Sunday March 3rd after 10:30 Worship
Is an occasional lunch to welcome new members and any people interested in learning more about the church. We
are conducting our next Welcome to LMPC lunch at noon on Sunday, March 3rd in the Fellowship Hall. We ask new
members sponsors to bring their sponsored family. Worship guests are encouraged to come, too. Childcare is
available if you let us know you need it. Call the church office at 345-5140 or email Pastor Blaine Hill at
bhill.lmpchurch@gmail.com to let us know to expect you.

Teachable Moments from Tracie's Treasures
Teaching Moments
Lent begins on March 6. These forty days prior to Easter are a special time to remember all that God has done for us in Jesus
Christ. During Lent we strive to grow closer to Jesus by concentrating on spiritual disciplines like prayer, Bible study, worship,
and service. We attempt to overcome our sins as we recall the price that Jesus paid to redeem us and grant us eternal life. We prepare for the joy of Easter by taking time to grieve over the fact that we made Jesus’ death on the cross necessary.
Often people give up things for Lent. But this year I and the children of LMPC want to ask you to take something up. LMPC is
blessed to have an abundance of children. Many churches long to have one baby in the nursery to whom they can show Jesus’
love, but we are blessed with a nursery full for two services each Sunday and during Sunday School! We have a thriving Children’s Church and Sunday School for all ages as well as our Wednesday night program, WOW! Plus our amazing youth group
begins with our Middlers in fifth grade!
My Lenten challenge is this. Get to know the children of LMPC this next forty days. If you are a parent find a way to involve
your child in the ministry of LMPC. Attend Sunday School or WOW (a great option for non-morning people!). Get to know the
children with whom your child can grow in grace and their parents. We have so many wonderful young families. Lent is only
seven weeks! What a small investment that might result in generations of lifelong friendships and a deeper relationship with God.
For non-parents find a way to connect with the children of LMPC during Lent. We need volunteers for the nursery, Children’s
Church, Sunday School, Prayer Partners, and many other programs. Our Easter Egg Hunt is coming up and VBS is just around
the corner. Talk to me about your gifts and talents and I will find a God-designed way to connect you with the children of
LMPC! I know you will love them and they will love you! What a wonderful way to share the faith with next generation, stay
young, and fulfill the vows we make each time a child is baptized.
So take this Lenten challenge! Imagine the joy it will give Jesus who commanded us to “let the little children come to Him!”
Blessed Lent to All of You! Tracie

Confirmation Corner
In March we will move from studying the Bible and the history/theology of the Church to the Christian life. This month we will
be concentrating on worship and sacraments. March 3, Dr. Ben Sloan will be our special guest teacher!
Save the Dates:
April 7 – Lunch and Afternoon Preparation for Session Exam (Please know your memory work by this date)
April 28 – Review over Supper and Examination by Session
May 5 –Join LMPC at 10:30 Worship
Sunday School News
Remember LMPC offers Sunday School for all ages every week from 9:30-10:15.

Children’s Ministry News
First Grade Communion Classes
Thank you to everyone who participated in our 2019 Communion Class.
We are very proud of you!

Worship Education – Introducing Sermon Notes!
We now have special sermon notes pages designed for our fourth graders and older to help them enjoy and understand worship.
These are beside the worship bags in the green containers. They are on decorated clipboards with a pen attached. Please return
the clipboard and the pen after worship, but keep your notes to discuss with your family.
On Sunday, March 31, we will offer an opportunity to learn more about how to take sermon notes after 10:30 worship. We will
have lunch together and also make folders for your notes that match the colors of the liturgical year! This should last about an
hour. Tracie will be sending out invitations in mid-March and details will be in the bulletin.
Nursery News

Children’s Church Chat

Thank you to everyone who is volunteering in the nursery in March
and showing God’s love to our littlest members!

Thank you to our March volunteers for helping with
Children’s Church and serving our children!

March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24
March 31

March 3
March 10
March 17
Edwards
March 24
March 31

Breianna Milam-Hook
Kate Harris
Reese and Elizabeth Adam
Rebecca Hines
Jami Messenger

Jane Jermac
Rebecca and Derrick Hines
Anna, Hardin, and Margaret
Camden and Cindy Meetze
Chris, Liza, and Mae Dunbar

We are looking for volunteers to help on Sundays. We provide the lesson and all the supplies. You show a video, read a Bible
story, and then we have a craft, game, or lesson. This is a wonderful way to get to know our children and their families and
show them the love of Jesus. You can even volunteer with a friend! See Tracie for more information.

rd

WOW KIDS!

Wednesday nights - ages 3-3 Grade -Worship Education with Crafts, Games, and Songs!
In March we’ll be studying special stories that Jesus told called Parables!
March 6 Ash Wednesday – Wow-Kids! Attend Ash Wednesday Service.
March 13 The Mustard Seed
March 20 Lost and Found
March 27 The Prodigal Son
In March we will be working on a special play on Palm Sunday to be performed at the April 10 WOW/ Lenten Workshop. Please
come to WOW so that you can be a part of this fun event!

Photo: Wow! Kids with the scroll of Isaiah
that Jesus read and the “Good News” scrolls
they made.

Day School News:
Green Beans & Tangerines
Author, Tiffany Mariano will be one of our guest readers this month and will read her book, Green
Beans & Tangerines. This is a cute book about an 8 year old who is a picky eater. For those who are
interested in purchasing a book, order forms are located in the Day School lobby.
Summer Registration
Summer registration packets are available in the Day School lobby. We have availability in most age
groups. Please remember, only 12 month, full;-time children are already registered and do not need
to complete any forms.
Spring Break Camp
Due to lack of interest in getting teachers to work the week of spring break, we will not be offering
a camp this year. Remember, we will be closed for the week of April 15 - 19, for Spring Break.
Screenings
An early Interventionist from Easter Seals will be coming on March 14 & 15 to complete a free hearing
and speech screening for those who are interested. Parent permission forms will be out soon. Please
mention to your child's teacher if you are interested in your child being screened.
Parking Lot
Please remember to lock your vehicles when you are not in your vehicles.
Several Chapin businesses have had some car break-ins lately, including our
parking lot.

New To Our LMPC Family

Cameron & Melissa Sruggs,
with Harper and Carson as
new members of LMPC.

Amy and Christopher Cook,
with young Bruce as new
members at LMPC!

Not Pictured: Ryan, Samantha and Owain Schubert and Teresa Stolt

We have lots of new Wow’s this month:
March 6th- Ash Weds Service combined- music by Adult choir and Kelley McLaughlin, chicken bog dinner.

March 13th-Former LMPC pastor Dr. Francis Burriss preaches a dynamic message geared towards today’s
young folks! Men of the Church are cooking the meal. You don’t want to miss this!
March 27th- Crystal Hewitt is our guest speaker. She will share her story of loss and faith and
lead us in a service project!

Please consider joining us! If you would like to enjoy dinner with us before the WOW Service please email
food.lmpchurch@gmail.com and let us know. The deadline to order is by Noon the Tuesday before.

WE CARE 2019 Challenge
The Mission Committee challenges the congregation to donate 2,019
items to We Care during March. Place your items in the grocery cart
found in the narthex. Check the bulletin for a weekly item count and a
running total. Bill Bearden will deliver the groceries each week. Let’s see
if we can fill up the grocery cart every week!

NEEDED BULBS FOR LMPC GARDEN AREAS
Spring is right around the corner. As you start garden clean up and separate plants in your
home garden areas , please remember that our LMPC Landscaping Committee is always looking
for bulbs and perennials to enhance our church grounds Do you have daffodils, day lilies, iris
canna, hostas, etc that you can dig and donate? After all our recent rains your garden beds are
soft and now is an easy time to dig. We would love to have your share your bulbs and plants
with us. If possible it is helpful for you to identify type of bulb/plant and color For more
information please call Lou Ann Summers at 803 528-6927

Hello Montreaters 2019! It is time to register for your spot at our Fall Retreat for Older Adults, in
beautiful Montreat, NC, October 21st – 23rd, 2019. Registration Forms are available with Sherri in
the LMPC Church Office. Or you can email Kysloan@gmail.com to have a registration form emailed
to you. You can fill it out, scan and email it back to the church office (along with your online
payment) if that is more convenient for you. Rooms and apartments are available on a ‘first come,
first served’ basis, so please get your registration payment to Sherri as soon as you can (on-line or in
person). You can text or call Kay at 803-312-5455 for more info.

It is time to order our lovely Easter Liles that will grace our sanctuary
steps on Easter Sunday morning. The lilies will be $14.00 each this
year. Please enclose your payment with the order form below, and indicate on your check “Easter Lilies”. You may pick up your lilies after
the 10:00 am Easter Sunday worship service or indicate on the form
below if you would like the deacons to deliver it to someone on the
prayer list. Deadline for ordering the lilies is Sunday, April 7, 2019.
No. of Lilies:_________ @ $14.00 each
Given by:__________________________________________________________________________________________
In Honor of:________________________________________________________________________________________

In Memory of:______________________________________________________________________________________

Don’t forget to “Spring Forward”
on Saturday night.
March 10, 2019

Elder on Call the week of:

To all our friends at LMPC we would like to take this chance
to show our appreciation for all your loving, caring cards on
the sudden death of daughter, Denise Dick.
Don and Dorothy Amis

Deacon on Call the week of:

February 24

Brenda White

603.4708

February 24

Vicki Brannon

770.567.9885

March 3

Peggy Burgin

348.7049

March 3

Mary Griffith

603.6069

March 10

Josh Edwards

622.4263

March 10

Jay Johnson

622.5720

March 17

Karen Goon-Johnson

206.4298

March 17

Elizabeth Pepper

404.408.3112

March 24

Alan Grimsley

731.9937

March 24

Heather Stalker

730.9407

March 31

Jessica Luther

486.0337

March 31

Bill Bearden

397.7933

Prayer Request
Year To Date Church Financial Information
Year to Date Through February 28, 2019

Income

2019 Budget
$1,035,000

Expenses
Administrative
Property
Missions & Outreach
Worship
Personnel
Other Committees
Total Expenses to Date
Budget vs. Actual

YTD Budget
$172,500

46,160
255,710
90,540
6,500
607,981
28,109

YTD Actual
$162,304

6,090
35,495
0
47
93,263
2,216
$137,111
-$10,196

*Allison Jasinski; *Hank Powell and Family upon the
passing of his brother, Edd; *Fred Yandle; Jean Stancil;
Bobby Canup; *Don and Dorothy Amis upon the passing
of their daughter; *Amanda Bluestein; *Dennis Dabbs;
*Jim Palassis and Family upon the passing of *Ruth;
*John Brown; Betsy Dix; *Sam Thomas; *Ronnie
Faircloth; Meredith Wofford: *Dick Wilkins; Jack
Barwick, son of Nan Barwick; Melissa Blau Pitts; Eloise
Willard; Tom Hipp; Jericho Dee Roberts; John Young;
*Bob Brabham; Abbey Poulton, Andrew Faye; Olive
Nissen; Jane McCathern, Bobbie Jean Konduros, Linda
Diggle; Jackie Perry Shirley Roof; Keeley O'Connell,
great grand daughter of *Joanne Coker; *John
Gasque;*Patti Bearden; *Robert Gantt; *Earl Guilford;
*Patsy Grimes; *Alyssa Mott; *Daniel White; friends and
family members serving in the military *Chase
McCathern; *Drew McCathern; *Alex Shuler; *Howard
McKeone (*members)

