2018 Mission Trip Report Rev. V. Blaine Hill Lake Murray Presbyterian Church
March 10-18, 2018 6 adults travelled Chiapas Mexico on a mission trip to partner with local Presbyterian
congregations through the help of our in country hosts, Salvador
and Irma Del Torre, and our US partner, Medical Missions, Inc.
The trip participants were Rev. Blaine Hill, Karen Goon-Johnson,
Patrick Dunbar, Jim Pepper, John and Lynn Richards. The trip
exceeded my hopes on every single front: work opportunity, group
dynamics, food, accommodations, scenery, spiritual growth,
potential for ongoing mission partnership and cultural experience.
We had only no major snags of note. I urge the mission committee
and session to continue building our long-term relationship with the
churches in Chiapas through our host, the del Torres and our
organization Medical Missions, Inc.
Work week pattern
We travelled on Sunday morning to the village of Aquas
The group in the newly completed sanctuary of the
Mananthales, for the dedication of their new sanctuary. Rev. Hill
Aquas mananthiales Presbyterian Church.
preached the dedication sermon on Ephesians 3:14-20 the
importance of foundations. The group enjoyed lunch, provided by
the members of the church, and the beautiful river by the village (a
few of us swam). We also decided to fund the installation of a
cement floor in the small dining area, just off the church kitchen.
Sunday afternoon we visited Presbyterian churches in Punta Brava
and Santa Maria. The Punta Brava church is using a wooden
building, and has started the foundation for a concrete and block
sanctuary.
On Monday through Wednesday we travelled to the village
of Francisco Villa to work with members of many Presbyterian
churches on their fellowship hall and sanctuary. Our main work
was to move fill
gravel and sand into
the foundation of the
sanctuary (please note The new finished and dedicated sanctuary of the
Presbyterian Church in Aquas Mananthales.
the irony of working
on a foundation after
preaching on foundations!). Though our co-laborers did provide
some help, we moved the large majority of the 28 cubic meters of
the very heavy material. Please note that this is the same building for
which our youth helped pour concrete footers in 2018. The
Chiapans focused on the skilled labor of installing the concrete floor
and stucco wall coating for the fellowship hall. We also applied the
primer/sealer coat of paint to the building exterior. The women
Fellowship hall, Francisco Villa
worked together to feed all the workers, including us. The food was
fresh and delicious—fried tilapia,
Chiapan stew, always tamallies and
hot chile salsa.

The foundation fill pile before and after your LMPC mission team set to work!

On Thursday we ejoyed a guided to tour of the Mayan ruins in
Palenque, an astonishing set of builidngs from the 6th through 8th
centuries A.D. Future groups should certainly include this tour in
their trip. That evening we visited the Macedonia congregation in
the village of
Nazareth. We were
very impressed to see
the enthusiasm of the
deacon, Christova,
for his congregation
and their building
program.

Group in front of the Temple of the Inscriptions,
mosaleum of Mayan King Pakal.

Christova, the dynamic deacon of the Macedonia
Presbyterian Church in Nazareth

On Friday we visited the waterfalls of Aqua Azul, one set of many astonishing waterfalls in Chiapas, then
traveled again to the village of Aquas Mananthalas. The people of the church had already completed mixing and
pouring the concrete floor, but they were very glad
to receive the gift of six ceiling fans for the
sanctuary. After sitting with our friends in limited
verbal communication but rich spiritual communion,
we shared some treats with the children of the
village, then took our leave of these warm and
wonderful brothers and sisters in Christ. We
travelled into Palenque to buy sports equipment and
schools supplies that evening.
The new concrete floor of the dining area of the Aquas Mananthiales
On Saturday we attended a celebration at the
Presbyterian Church in Ruiz Cortines. This
sanctuary is very fine and very large. The celebration was for the sixth birthday of a boy in congregation. It was
interesting to participate in the common joy of a family and village. Sitting through the 2 hour service in Spanish
while it was very hot was not pur delight , but we endured. After
lunch and cake we watched the children beat a piñata to get out the
candy. We were very happy to distribute school supplies, sports
equipment, some VBS materials and a few small toys to the children
of each village. We visited the Misol-Ha water fall, then a local
backpackers hangout for refreshments, before heading to the airport
to begin our journey home.

Aquas Mananthales Congregation Happy to receive
ceiling fans.

Language
Language was not a burden for the group. Salvadorre’s English is perfectly fluent, and Irma is proficient as well.
John and Lyn both have a good amount of Spanish. Interestingly, Spanish is the second language for all of the
Presbyterians in Chiapas. Their mother tongue is one of the dozen Mayan languages, such as Ch’ol. Though all
adults have a grasp of Spanish, they are accustomed to slowing down to communicate in multiple languages.
Travel
We use a different travel route this year, meeting at 4:14 am to fly from Columbia to Charlotte to Mexico City to
Palenque, Chiapas. We were able to arrive at the del Torres home in one day. We returned from Palenque,
Chiapas to Mexico City on Saturday the 17th. Having spent the night in the Airport Courtyard Marriot, we flew to
Dallas and the Columbia. It may be possible to fly our of Villa Hermosa on a Saturday, so a group could return to
be home for Sunday (this is may be especially important during Holy Week). Once in Palenque, we rode with
Salvadore in an airconditioned, 14-passenger van on sometimes very bumpy blacktop and gravel roads.
Practical Lessons
Hygene Take a bar of soap on the trip to the village.
Currency It is far easier to exchange US Dollars for Mexican Pesos at home. It is reasonably easy to do in a
major airport, but not practical in Palenque. If you notify your bank of your travel, use of bank cards is
easy, where available.
Flight arrangements The travel through Palenque is certainly preferable to travel through Villa Hermos. The
big drawback at present is that there are only two flights per week, Wednesdays and Saturdays.
Length of stay The 9 day trip was certainly enough! It would be possible to travel from Wednesday trhough
Sunday. This would be a good length for an experience focused trip.
Travel meals The food at the del Torre’s home is absolutely wonderful.
Adults It is certainly easier to travel with adults than youth. By coordinating through Medical Missions, lay
leaders could most definitely organize and lead this trip, with relatively minor staff support.
Potential for ongoing mission partnership
1. Construction of church buildings
We can continue to support the construction of santcuries and fellowship halls for churches in Chiapas by
providing building materials and offering minor construction assistance. We should recognize that members from
various Mexican churches take time off from work to travel and aid in construction. It was great fun to see and
work alongside our hosts. All the group felt that the close contact with our Mexican brothers and sisters was a
great strength of the trip.
2. Building a partnership network
We could truly devolp our connection to Chiapas as an ongoing mission link of LMPC, much like our ongoing
relationship with GoodWorks and We Care. Several churches in our presbytery have past relationships with the
del Torre’s and Medical Mission International. With a little proactive communication and recruitment, we could
help mobilize other churches to engage in ongoing relationship in the area. This would also be an excellent way
for smaller congregations and clusters to plug into international missions. The del Torre’s served for decades as
mission partners of the PC(USA).
3. Medical aid for chronic conditions
The Del Torre’s have a long term vision (~10 years) to place a medical exam room in each church to allow for
visits on a weekly or bi-weekly visit by a medical professional to aid the people of the village in the management of
long term illnesses such as diabetes and hypertension. This would mean that the congregation and its facilities are
adding value to the community on several fronts. The del Torre’s hope to begin this work by September of 2018.
4. Longer term youth visits
The del Torre’s have built and hosted programs for young people in the past. For example, Davidson college sent
pre-med students to the hospital in Africa to engage closely with the actual practice of medicine. Whether or not
there is a for-credit program, this could be a safe way for our youth to explore their vocation in medicine,
construction or education. In addition, they could become proficient in Spanish. We could use a summer camp
model. We could set this up as a summer internship.

