2019 Mission Trip Report by Rev. V. Blaine Hill, Lake Murray Presbyterian Church
Our mission trip this year is summarized in Paul’s words to the church in Rome: For I am longing to see you so that I
may share with you some spiritual gift to strengthen you--or rather so that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith,
both yours and mine. Romans 1:11-12
Travelling to Mexico connects our church members’
hearts to the people with whom we share resources.
The trip allows us to see God at work through those
resources, but far more significantly exposes those
of us who travel and our hosts to the working of the
Holy Spirit through our labor and fellowship.
On April 13-20, 2019 4 adults and 6 youth travelled
to Chiapas Mexico on a mission trip to partner with
LMPC Mission Team with the staff of our Mexican Mission local Presbyterian congregations through the help of
partners, Salvadore and Irma del Torre: Don Mateo, Mary our in-country hosts, Salvador and Irma Del Torre,
and our US partner, Medical Missions, Inc. The trip
Ellena, Amallia, Mateo, Jr. and Simon.
participants were Rev. Blaine Hill, Trip Chavis, John
and Lyn Richards, Wrye Chavis, Autumn Browder,
Mary Elizabeth Pifer, Jack, Joe, and Isaac Hill. Even thought this is a challenging trip to make, it was excellent on
all fronts: work opportunity, group dynamics, food, accommodations, scenery, spiritual growth, potential for
ongoing mission partnership and cultural experience. We are beginning to see the fruit of our long-term
relationship with the churches in Chiapas.
Work week

The floor pouring progresses in the fellowship hall of the Aguas Mananthiales Congregation.

We travelled from the Holiday Inn at the Villa Hermosa Airport to the home of the del Torre’s, and then
visited the congregation in Leon Brindis. They held a worship service of welcome, which included a choir with 38
members, 16 of them men. Salvadorre told them they need not bother to serve us food, which of course they
ignored! The group was introduced to the traditional Mayan poultry soup with potato and tubers. Please note that
the earthquake of 2017 will require this sanctuary to be demolished and rebuilt.
One great joy of our 2019 trip was to see the progress in construction, both across the week and since our
first trip in 2016.
Monday took us to the village of Aguas Mananthiales to
work with the church members on their Sunday School
and Fellowship Building. It was exciting to visit the village
where we had joined them for the dedication of the
fellowship hall in
2018.

Church Members from the U.S. and Mexico mixing concrete.

Youth enjoying the cascades of Chiapas.

Tuesday took us to
the village of Ruiz
Cortinez, rather the
center of
Presbyterian Churches
in the area, where we
attended a wedding! It
seems strange that our
presence would be
significant to the
couple and their
family, but such is the
curious nature of
LMPC Mission Team after painting in Ruiz Cortinez.
mission work. Being
present with people is
part of the ministry. We also painted Sunday School rooms while there, then
we visited the remarkable and tall Misol-Ha water fall.

The Happy Couple!

On Wednesday and Thursday we worked on the sanctuary of the congregation in Pancho Villa by moving block,
and by mixing and pouring concrete. This was especially satisfying as these facilities were a mere cow pasture in
2016.

Pancho Villa Sanctuary in 2017

...in 2018

...in 2019

We enjoyed the Roberto Barrio waterfall on Wednesday afternoon. We visited the village of 20 de Noviembre on
Thursday afternoon. In addition to construction work, we led children in Sunday School and Vacation Bible
School activities in Aquas Mananthiales, Pacho Villa and 20 de Noviembre. Many thanks to Lyn Richards for
taking the lead in this area. We—mostly the youth—played with the children of the village with the balls and
Frisbees we brought. We enjoyed seeing the Mayan ruins of Palenque on our route out of Chiapas.
Deepening relationship
One of the great joys of this trip was to see the
deepening relationship that we have as a church and
as individual members with the congregations and
people in Chiapas. The churches there are very
grateful for the material support that we give them.
They are also enormously encourage by knowing
that we are praying for them, as they are praying for
us. Both youth and adults remembered both places and individuals from trips in
previous years. It was a delight to spend the week with Salvadore and Erma del Torre, with Pastor Sebastian and his son Freddy, and with numerous brothers and sisters in Christ. Our departure was not with out tears.

