Advent Devotions
“We wait for the blessed hope…
the appearing of the glory of
our Great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.” (Titus 2:13)
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11/29 – Light the first candle- the prophecy/hope candle.
Read this verse: “We wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus
Christ.”
Thoughts: I have heard myself and many others say, “I can’t wait for 2020 to be over.” We have had Covid,
social unrest, racial strife, shortages, a hard election, 29 hurricanes (more than any other year), more acres
destroyed by wildfire than any other year. But when Covid is gone, and there is peace again in the streets, and
peace in the weather- will there be peace inside of you or restlessness?
Titus reminds us that we wait for more than badness to be over. We wait for our great God and Savior, Jesus
Christ to come anew into our hearts. The goal is for Him to come to us, and abide in us- for He is our Lord
Emmanuel. Waiting for badness to be over is like waiting for the surgery to be done. But healing is more than
taking out a thorn- it is healing the wound. The Spiritual wound of our soul is only healed by the great SaviorJesus.
Action: Get or make an advent countdown calendar (you can google it).
Prayer: Lord, in the end all waiting is a waiting for you. You alone stand at the end of our lives and life itself to
meet us. We, as believers, cannot wait to see you because we know you love us with an everlasting love. You
are not just our God, you are our Savior!
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11/30- Light the first candle again.
Read this verse: “But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in his wings.”
(Malachi 4:1)
Thoughts: The day I write this devotion I have had a Covid-19 test because my two granddaughters have
contracted it. I waited for a few hours for the appointment to get here, then waited only about an hour at the
doctor’s office for the results to come. While this was relatively fast, it felt like an eternity. I started asking
“what ifs.” What if Kay gets it (she was tested with me) and I don’t, or if I get it and she doesn’t, or more
likely- if we both get it. Usually babies do okay, but we are worried about out two little grandchildren who are
both under three. Prayers go up, and we wait for healing to come. We wait for negative test results more than
we wait in the darkness for the dawn’s early light. As the sun’s rays heal the darkness, so God heals us from sin
and even sometimes from sickness. The vaccine may be just around the corner for us (we pray), but the only
healing now is the healing more directly from God.
For those of us who believe, there is no magic bullet that will keep us away from sickness. But there is an
ultimate healing that we all are certain in faith is there. We wait for that ultimate healing that can never be
taken away- eternal life.
Action: Pick out your favorite sunset picture of Lake Murray, put it in a file.
Prayer: Lord, come to me with healing as I wait for you.
(Men decorating for advent)
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12/1- Luke 5:18-20- Innovation and Waiting on the Lord for a Vaccine
18Just

then some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat. They tried to bring him inside to set
him before Jesus, 19but they could not find a way through the crowd. So they went up on the roof and
lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus. 20When
Jesus saw their faith, He said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” (Luke 5:18-20)
Thoughts: This is a great passage about people who were told to wait, but they were so concerned
out of love for their friend, they used energy, intelligence, and imagination to make a new way to get
to Jesus. This is a passage that reminds us to not just wait for God to come to us, but make every
effort to do something that will glorify Him with love for others. This will apply to being innovative in
helping the sick and isolated but also in helping others with a vaccine when it comes.
There still are some people who think that waiting on God means doing nothing but waiting. Years
ago, perhaps the greatest missionary pioneer spoke, William Carey, about going to India to share the
love of Christ. An older minister rebuked him, “Young man, sit down. If God wants to save the lost in
India he can do it without our help!” The older minister misunderstood what being the body of Christ
means. God motivates, inspires, and even commands us to not just sit there but make a difference
for Him. So we are to not just sit and wait for a vaccine to come down from heaven, but pray for one(yes- God gives wisdom to scientists), support and encourage work for one, and even encourage the
taking of a vaccine once it has been approved by the FDA. Having been around the world, I can tell
you the FDA is far better than any other food and drug safety commission. We do not need to be
paralyzed with fear that things are not absolutely certain.
Action: Think of one person isolated in a nursing home or in their own home, and send them a letter/card.
Prayer: Lord, help me to wait on your power, but also to do all I can to access that power.
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12/2 Isaiah 9:2-7 “Waiting for the Gloom to Glow”
1Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those in distress. In the past He humbled the land of Zebulun
and the land of Naphtali, but in the future He will honor the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the
nations: 2The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of
death, a light has dawned. 3You have enlarged the nation and increased its joy. The people rejoice before You
as they rejoice at harvest time, as men rejoice in dividing the plunder. 4For as in the day of Midian You have
shattered the yoke of their burden, the bar across their shoulders, and the rod of their oppressor. 5For every
trampling boot of battle and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For unto us a
child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government will be upon His shoulders. And He will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of His government
and peace there will be no end. He will reign on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish and
sustain it with justice and righteousness from that time and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of Hosts will
accomplish this.
Thoughts: Jesus came to make the gloom glow in our hearts. He came to turn a troubled land mired in distress
into a blessed land from where hope comes. Certainly in 2020 we have faced gloom and distress. The gloom of
isolation, the distress of a pandemic that spreads silently infecting millions and killing hundreds of thousands.
In the midst of this are riots, violence, injustice, and rebellion. Such things are a part of the gloom and sadness
of our day. The release of our gloom is not found in politics- the mere transfer of earthly power. It is not found
in a vaccine. Such things when done well are gifts of God to help us cope. But God is the ultimate giver of joy.
He breaks the rod of physical and spiritual oppression. The joy comes in the form of a child: God come down
to earth. He is the Mighty God in human form. He is the everlasting Father in temporary sonship form. He is
the Prince of Peace.
Action: Make someone’s gloom brighter today. Write someone who is suffering with Covid or something else
to let them know you are passing on the peace of the Prince of Peace.
Prayer: Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away; Giver of immortal gladness, Fill us
with the light of day! (From Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee)
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12/3 Waiting to Test Positive Isaiah 40
27Why do you say, O Jacob, and why do you assert, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD,
and my claim is ignored by my God”? 28Do you not know? Have you not heard?
The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He will not grow tired or weary; His understanding is beyond searching out.
29He gives power to the faint and increases the strength of the weak.
30Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall.
31But those who wait upon the LORD will renew their strength; they will mount up with wings like eagles;
they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not faint.
Thoughts: There is so much in these verses that apply how we wait on God in 2020 or beyond. We may
think our way is “hidden from the Lord.” But He sees all- as He made all. His understanding is better than
any human’s, any computer, or satellite. He not only sees us, He is able to give power to us. In ourselveswe wear out- even the youngest and best of us. But those who wait on God plug into His power. In Him
there is hope.
Today, for the second time in a week I went to the doctor’s office, had my nose swabbed with the worst
kind of swab (for the long test). The immediate results were negative. But the more accurate test may be
positive yet and I will wait on its results. Many are spending time waiting now. Some wait in their houses
because they are immune deficient, and some wait because they are nervous about this disease. Some are
waiting for healing. But we do not have to wait for God’s eye to see us. He left Joseph in jail so that he
could be raised up to Pharaoh’s right hand. He left Moses in a basket so that he could be educated in
Pharaoh’s palace. He left David alone against a giant with just a few rocks to show he was not really
alone. He left Jesus on the cross as a sacrifice but also to raise Him up to give us hope and life. The doctor
told me today that the greatest weapon against this virus was inner peace. Those who wait on the Lord will
renew their strength. Let us believe it.

Action: Describe 3 things you waited for today (maybe food, maybe a ride,).
Prayer: Lord, teach me to wait and to trust. At the end of my wait, may I find your grace and faithfulness
to me.
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12/4- Isaiah 40: 1-5 More than Southern Comfort
1“Comfort,

comfort My people,” says your God. 2“Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and proclaim to her that her forced labor has been completed; her iniquity has been
pardoned. For she has received from the hand of the LORD double for all her sins.”
3A voice of one calling:“Prepare the way for the LORD in the wilderness;
make a straight highway for our God in the desert. 4Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill made low; the uneven ground will become smooth,
and the rugged land a plain. 5And the glory of the LORD will be revealed,
and all humanity together will see it.

Thoughts: There is comfort knowing God is coming to help us. The ultimate fulfillment of that is
in the coming of Jesus. Our hope is that 2020 will end soon and a safe vaccine will be
distributed. Our hope is not found in a whiskey or a casserole. The comfort here is not just a
restoration to what things were before but a raising of every valley- so there are no more valleys.
All the uphill climbs are wiped out and all becomes smooth sailing. God is glorified in restoring
us- in healing the sick and raising the dead. Everyone will see God’s comfort. The greatest
restoration is found in Jesus. It is not a temporary material restoration, but an eternal restoration.
2020 was a difficult year for many and some have the attitude that it will never end. But in God
there is always hope.
Action: When you were a child, did you have a special blanket or toy that was your comforter?
Get it out and look at it. Can you believe you found security in that now? Remember now, God
is your greatest security, your greatest Comforter, your greatest friend.
Prayer: Lord, we all need your comfort. The valleys are deep and the mountains of obstacles are
too high. Restore us and comfort us.

(Santa on the firetruck in Chapin SC- many have spent time waiting for that special truck to come)
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12/5- Restoring Life- The Shoot from the Stump Isaiah 11:1-11
1Then

a shoot will spring up from the stump of Jesse, and a Branch from his roots will bear
fruit. 2The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him— the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and strength, the Spirit of knowledge and fear of the LORD.
3And He will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what His eyes see,
and He will not decide by what His ears hear, 4but with righteousness He will judge the
poor, and with equity He will decide for the lowly of the earth. He will strike the earth with
the rod of His mouth and slay the wicked with the breath of His lips.
5Righteousness will be the belt around His hips, and faithfulness the sash around His waist.
6The wolf will live with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the goat;
the calf and young lion and fatling will be together, and a little child will lead them.
7The cow will graze with the bear, their young will lie down together,
and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8The infant will play by the cobra’s den,
and the toddler will reach into the viper’s nest.
9They will neither harm nor destroy on all My holy mountain,
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the sea is full of water. 10On that
day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples. The nations will seek Him, and
His place of rest will be glorious. 11On that day the Lord will extend His hand a second time
to recover the remnant of His people from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, from Cush,
from Elam, from Shinar, from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.
Thoughts: God here speaks of a time when the remnant will be gathered together to Himself.
It is a great hope for us in 2020- that the church scattered and isolated will be able to meet
again. There are so called “church experts” who are giving a bleak forecast that up to 1/5 of
the churches are closing because of covid non-gathering showing fellowship weaknesses.
They also say that churches may have lost up to 40% of their membership during this time.
The tree, however strong is a stump- a remnant of what it once was. But God loves to
rebuild. If we have hope and trust in Him, He can build not just the church, but the people
inside the church. God can remake us from the inside out.
Action: Take a minute and think/look at the things around you that are asleep/dormant for the
winter- bulbs, perennial plants that are cut back, cocoons. In the winter, these bulbs/roots
are reminder that winter will not last forever. Spring brings renewal in many ways.
Prayer: Lord, when we are as nothing, you are still the powerful God. When our faith is small, you can lift
us up and increase our belief.
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12/6- Light the second (Faith/Bethlehem) candle today (and each night the rest of this week). “The Small
Becomes Great”
2But

you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come forth for Me One to be ruler over Israel—
One whose origins are of old, from the days of eternity.
…He will stand and shepherd his flock…and He will be our peace. (Micah 5)

Thoughts: Again, God likes to lift up the small, the weak, the seemingly insignificant to do great
things. Bethlehem was (and is) a small rural town much like Chapin. It was famous for two
things: 1) it was the city where the greatest King (David) was born, and 2) It was where the sheep
were raised for the sacrifice at the Temple. These two things conjoined when Jesus (the King of
kings) was born of the line of David, and when Jesus died as a sacrificial lamb that takes away
the sin of the world. In a small town, in a small corner of the world God was at work. In a small
baby- God was at work.
In our coronavirus time, everything is changing. Older structures and loyalties are collapsing
under the weight of a pandemic. New leaders, who can adjust to the new reality, are coming to
the fore. God is once more bringing down some and raising up others. But who will be raised up
and recognize that it is God raising them up- and live/pray accordingly? If you are looking for a
ruler who is full of grace and will save, then look to Jesus. Let this just and gracious ruler, rule in
your heart- governing your thoughts, words, and actions.
Action: What is something small or insignificant that you have that has a lot of value to you?
Maybe a ring? Maybe a letter? Maybe a small person? Remember God many times lifts up the
small things to do His work.
Prayer: Father, let me treat all people with respect. Help me to believe you are at work even now
in ways that the news will not see or report.

Bethlehem cave entrance (marble facing added)
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12/7- Waiting to Get Sick or Waiting to Get Well?
28The

angel appeared to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with
you.”29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30So
the angel told her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31Behold, you will
conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus. 32He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David, 33and
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever. His kingdom will never end!” 34“How can this be,” Mary
asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 35The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the Holy One to be born will be called the Son of
God. 36Look, even Elizabeth your relative has conceived a son in her old age, and she who was called
barren is in her sixth month. 37For nothing is impossible with God.” “I am the Lord’s servant, Mary
answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” (Luke 1)
Thoughts: When you are exposed to someone close to you who has Covid-19, you could be waiting to get sick.
My wife’s first two tests were negative, but she has some symptoms. On the other hand, if you have symptoms,
you could be getting better. A lot is out of our control. Our bodies may fail us, or our bodies may kick in.
In the ancient world 20% of pregnancies ended in death. There were no C-sections, nor antibiotics or
ultrasounds, or transfusions. A breach birth could mean death. From a human perspective, there was some
danger for Mary to get pregnant. There was also economic danger as her fiancée could have not believed her
story ot the angel’s message. There was danger that people could have stoned her for the perception of
adultery. There was danger of death in delivery. Yet. Mary said “May it be to me as you have said.” She
welcomed the news knowing she was in God’s hands.
Truth is, we are all in God’s hands. Mary’s example of valuing God over fear of danger is a good example
for us all.
Action: What may be a risky thing that God is calling you to do this week?
Prayer; Lord, we wait for you. Our lives are not in our hands but yours. Heal us and make us whole.

(Teens & Tweens Toy Drive)
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12/8- The Trip to Bethelehem
“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This
was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to their own
town to register. So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town
of David, because he belonged to the house and lineage of David. He went there to register with Mary, who
was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. (Luke 2:1,2)
Thoughts: The emperor made a cold decree 2,560 miles away in order to get more taxes. There is nothing
wrong with an emperor wanting taxes. As a result a nine month pregnant woman had to travel 90 miles to go to
a strange place to have her baby in a stable. Sometimes universal, cold decrees bring hardship, especially on the
poor. Yet, despite the coldness and hardness, God used this to fulfill the prophecy that Jesus would be born in
Bethlehem, the town of King David. While Mary or Joseph did not complain, yet it was recounted to the author
that they had to have the baby in a stable.
In our day, there are many harsh decrees made. One governor declared that there could be no family
gatherings for Thanksgiving more than 10 people. Some are left bankrupt or unemployed because of some cold
governmental decrees made in order to stem the surge of Covid. Understand that God can use overly-harsh
decrees for a much greater good. Believe in God’s love for you.
Action: As Mary and Joseph obeyed the governmental rules (though many thought the Roman tax was unfair).
Look to obey the rules the government makes even if you disagree with them.
Prayer: Lord, have mercy on our leaders and our people. Bring healing to our land physically, mentally,
socially, and spiritually.
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12/9- The alternative to Not Waiting on the Lord
1The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life—
whom shall I dread?... 5For in the day of trouble He will hide me in His shelter;He will conceal me
under the cover of His tent; He will set me high upon a rock…9Hide not Your face from me,
nor turn away Your servant in anger. You have been my helper; do not leave me or forsake me, O
God of my salvation…Wait on the Lord, be of good courage. And He will strengthen your heart,
wait I say on the Lord. (Psalm 27)
“He [Jesus] shall be called “Emmanuel” which means God with us.” (Matthew 1:23)
Thoughts: Almost every time my impatience wins out, I regret it. I may say something in impatient anxiety or
even anger that things aren’t hurrying along faster. Usually, some good friend or family member calls me on it.
Impatience does lead to restlessness, anxiety, worry, even depression. Impatience reminds us that we are not in
control. Some examples of impatience in the Bible are Adam and Eve going ahead and eating the forbidden
fruit; Aaron making a golden calf while Moses was on the mountain; the people of Israel complaining in the
desert; Samson giving into Delilah’s pleading and thus being arrested; King Saul wanting to be in control; the
people giving into the idolatry around them; Peter sinking while looking at the wind and waves; Judas’
betraying Jesus; Pilate giving into the crowd’s cry to ‘crucify him.’ The Bible says that at the end times people
will be impatient. In contrast to impatience or being discontent (literally incontinent KJV). God comes in His
time and in His way. In our hurried day, we think we have to live to the max because we only get one life, see
all we can see, go to as many places as we can. In the end, we weary ourselves forgetting our souls, rest, and
God. In heaven, we will see many more people, things, and more beautiful places than we can begin to see in
our short time on earth. But if we think it is up to us to be in control of all we see or hear or experience, then we
are on a never-ending and really never satisfying quest to get more and more and more. In the process our souls
shrink to less and less and less. Giving up, and especially giving up on God is never a way to peace. Being
able to have peace while we wait is so important.
Many do not see this great Psalm about waiting on God as a Messianic Psalm. But it asks us to put our
ability to wait on the Lord in seeking and looking to God’s presence and God’s face. Much is written about
wanting to see God’s face (the Hebrew word for face and presence are the same). Jesus is the ultimate fulfilling
of seeing the face of God. He is the image of the invisible God (Col. 1:15). He is Immanuel, God with us. He
is the ultimate sign that God cares for us and has not abandoned or forsaken us. People waited thousands of
years for God to come to earth. In Jesus, the waiting is over. But we on the other side of the birth are waiting
for God to come again to bring healing, fulfill hope, strengthen the weak, lift up the oppressed, and we see Him
face to face. It is worth waiting for.
Action: Think of what makes you impatient? How might you gain patience over this?
Prayer: Lord, I seek your face and presence. Renew my strength during this tough year.
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12/10- The Christmas Symbols of Waiting
Arise, shine! For your light has come! And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. (Isaiah 60)
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world: those that follow me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of
life.” (John 8:12)
Thoughts: So many of the Christmas symbols point to waiting being fulfilled.
1) Lights- Christmas lights on trees and houses- point to the light of the world in darkness.
2) Wreaths- complete circles meaning the waiting is complete, and evergreen pointing to eternal life.
3) Christmas trees point up- to say God is worth waiting for, the evergreens remind us of everlasting life.
4) Poinsettias- point to life even in winter and the red symbolizes His blood.
5) Waiting to open gifts-point to waiting for Jesus to come.
6) The advent calendar- remind us of the long wait for the baby to come.
7) Wrapping paper- remind us of the hiddenness of the gift of Christ til He comes.
8) Santa- represents St. Nicholas, a saint of Turkey who gave everything to the poor.
9) Giving- like the 3 wise men- God so loved the world that He gave His only Son. We give because He did.
This passage in Isaiah points to a time in which lamplighters would come and pass the light onto others. So
when a person brings oil, all who were sitting or lying around waiting would rise up to get the precious oil for
their lamps. Or, because there were no switches or even matches or gas lighters around- when someone brought
a light, all would get up to light their own lights instead of going through the pain of flint rock-rubbing.
Someone who did the work would come and all else would light from their light (much like passing candlelight
from the Christ candle to the Christmas-eve candles). There is a time to wait, but in Christ we see that the light
has come- the glory of God has come- and in response, let us arise and also let our lights shine for Him.
Action: If you have not already placed an electric candle in your window do so tonight.
Prayer: Lord, may the symbols of Christmas in my home come alive in my heart. May your light glow inside of
me and through me to the world.
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12/11- Artificial Waiting
For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from him.” (Psalm 62:5).
It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.” (Lamentations 3:26)
Thoughts: Did you know that the tax helping program, “Turbotax” will have artificial waiting/progress bars
show when the figures are already done? The program calculates things instantly, but making you wait gives
the idea that they are checking and double-checking-taking your taxes seriously. But that is unnecessary
waiting.
The founder of the Presbyterian Church, John Calvin, valued transparency, simplicity, and reality. He did so
because Jesus seemed to criticize pretense in order to impress others. He called the Pharisees “white washed
walls.” There is a way to celebrate Christmas artificially, but you are invited to go deeper and truer.
Advent means “coming” but it is artificial and pretension to act as if Jesus has not come yet. In some ways,
we remember Jesus came, Jesus comes (which is what we want to happen), and Jesus will come (the second
Advent). We do not have to hide the baby in the manger until Christmas morning in our nativity sets- though
that might be a fun children’s game. The baby came 2020 Christmases ago!
But in a much deeper sense, celebrating Christmas without Christ is a lot of shallowness. Such celebration
can take the shape of a secular form of generosity, but it can also easily spill over into a materialistic emptiness.
A holiday is meant to be a holy day- and not just another day off. Adding God into our lives gives us a reason
to wait to trust and to give up control. Waiting on God gives reason to not take revenge, or working or playing
ourselves to death as a means to control life.
We do not do very well on waiting. Immediately the cell phones come out- we look at emails, text
messages, social media posts, trying to multi-task because waiting from a secular point of view, is wasted time
(and who wants to waste their life?). But true waiting is how we build character, patience, and taking time to
talk to God. But developing patience, well… takes patience! Artificial waiting develops nothing.
Action: Purposefully look for an opportunity to wait on something this week. Look for ways to enjoy it where
you do not read, text, pull out your device. Instead pray about what you are waiting on and the people (even
strangers) around you who are also waiting.
Prayer: Father, help me to wait on you. As I wait, let me listen for your voice;
let me look for your presence.

(An advent calendar chart helps count down the days of waiting)
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12/12- Waiting on a Messenger and Message- Matthew 1
18This

is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged in marriage to
Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy
Spirit. 19Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and was unwilling to disgrace her
publicly, he resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But after he had pondered these things, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to embrace Mary
as your wife, for the One conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a Son, and
you are to give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.” 22All this took
place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23“Behold, the virgin will be with child and
will give birth to a son, and they will call Him Immanuel”(which means, “God with us”). 24When
Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him, and embraced Mary as his
wife. (Matthew 1)
Thoughts: Many times in our 2020 time, we are waiting on a message. Maybe the message is we
keep our job. Maybe the message is we tested negative for the coronavirus. Maybe the message is
there is a vaccine and it is available for us. God is the giver of good news.
Joseph was in love but he also felt betrayed, and his future was bleak. But Joseph was a godly
man who loved a godly woman. God brought him a message of hope when he desperately needed it.
God would bless Joseph not only with a wonderful wife, but with a son he adopted.
Angels are messengers of God. All of us are called to bring good news to people too. We are all
called to “do the work of an evANGEList” that is, share the good news that Jesus has come and
offers salvation from sin and death. We can do the work of angels but even for eternity.
The angels announced the first coming of Christ. They will also announce the second coming of
Christ. But they also bring us messages of hope and help here. The Bible says that angels are
messengers but also ministering spirits. The message the angels gave- “Glory to God in the highestpeace on earth good will toward those on whom His favor rests” is a message for now. May we seek
His peace on earth- and healing for our world. May we seek His glory this advent and Christmas
season.
Action: Look for a Christmas angel in your house. If you see one (maybe on top of your tree),
remember the true angels that helped with the message of Jesus the very first Christmas.
Prayer: You are a God who speaks. Speak to me, in your Word, through your Spirit and with your
message of hope.
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12/13- LIGHT THE THIRD (JOY) CANDLE- The Music of Joy in a silent World
“Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and singing,
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom His favor rests.’” (Luke
2:13)
Thoughts: There is a song of joy in a silent world. The angels sang it- they couldn’t help but singing
it. God gives us a song to sing when the whole world is singing the blues. Jesus came when no one
was expecting any hope. Within a generation, the hated Romans would squish the Jewish rebellion
and try to exterminate the Jews.
The angels song reminded the shepherds and all of us to lift up our eyes to heaven (“glory to God
in the highest heaven”). The angel song also promised God’s providential care to the remnant who
still believed in Him. His peace rests on those whom He favors.
Today we will have a mainly zoomed lessons and carols service at 10:30. Most of our choir is
vulnerable to the disease and should not come inside. Yet there is a song to sing in our homes and in
our hearts. Christmas means singing. A special kind of song we call the Christmas songs- “carols.”
The carols say things like “and you beneath life’s crushing load whose forms are bending low, who
toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow…o rest beside the weary road and hear the
angels sing.” When we can hear the Christmas message in our hearts- it lifts up our heads. We
need more of that in 2020!
Action: See if you can sing the first verse by memory of your favorite Christmas carol.
Prayer: Lord, may your song, lift up my heart, my head, and put zip in my step.

Youth Caroling at an Older Adult’s house
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12/14- The Christmas Message Against Fear
“The angel said to them, ‘Fear not, for lo, I bring you good news of great joy, that shall be for all the
people. For unto you is born this day a Savior who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10)
Thoughts: We can deny it, but we live in a time of fear. Every day the newspaper, TV, and social
media will tell us how many coronavirus cases there are and how many died today in our county,
state, nation and world. Every…single…day. Who is telling people to not be afraid? Who is telling
the grocery workers, health care workers, teachers, day school workers, police, firefighters, EMS
personnel, military who are cramped in small quarters to not be afraid but to do their duty? At one
point, many of these folks could get more from unemployment than they could by putting their lives on
the line to serve society.
So many times the angels speak and say the good news, “Fear not.” They said it whenever they
appeared, to Mary, to Joseph, to the shepherds. This is not simply because the supernatural
visualized itself in the natural or the unexpected shocked the expected. It is a message (angels are
messengers of God) from God. The message is do not let fear paralyze you or rule you. You may
die from Covid. You may get sick from it. You may be forcefully isolated from it. While sickness,
death and isolation are scary; do not let fear rule in your hearts. Only let God rule there.
The angels came to a people living in darkness- bringing great light- a child is born (Isaiah 9). The
Christmas carols’ message is about relief from fear (Here is one): “Come thou long expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free. From our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee.” He is the
Prince of Peace coming in a time when the average person lived until they were 27 because of war
(here Roman brutality), infant deaths, sickness (no antibiotics/little hygiene), and unstable food
supply. In our society we live much longer, are much more comfortable, yet cling to this life so tightly
we panic. There were many who said that we will never get over Covid. Now there appears to be a
vaccine that is 90-95% effective (yet, in even more fear, many are afraid to take what may help themwhen there is little or no evidence of any harm in taking the vaccine). In a similar vein, some are
afraid to accept Jesus into their hearts- though He is the only one offering eternal life. They are afraid
that He might make things different. The angel’s message is a message to “fear not.” Trust God.
The opposite of fear is not peace- but the joy. Every angel’s message inferred joy to the world- to us.
The Bible brings us a message of peace and good news.
Action: What courageous (for you) thing can you do today? Look to do it.
Prayer: Lord, may your love control me. I believe perfect love casts out fear. Help me to be brave
today, despite all those telling me to be afraid. Give me the right balance for me between safety and
trust in you.

Reading a Bible Christmas story.
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12/15- Waiting as Means to Joy- Luke 1:13-20
13But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, because your prayer has been heard. Your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name John. 14He will be a joy and delight to you, and
many will rejoice at his birth, 15for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He shall never take wine or strong
drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from his mother’s womb. 16Many of the sons of Israel he
will turn back to the Lord their God. 17And he will go on before the Lord in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn
the hearts of the fathers to their childrena and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord.” 18“How can I be sure of this?” Zechariah asked the angel. “I am an old man, and
my wife is well along in years.” 19“I am Gabriel,” replied the angel. “I stand in the presence of God, and I have
been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20And now you will be silent and unable to speak
until the day this comes to pass, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled at their proper
time.”
Thoughts: If you have delayed gratification, and wait on things- they become much more valuable to
us. The infertile couple who has a child- treasure that child more because of waiting. The soldier
waiting for leave to come home- treasures the leave more because of the waiting. If you constantly
get everything you want right away, you will find yourself numb to your things and lacking
appreciation. Anticipation leads to appreciation. So it is with God. If you anticipate Him, you will
appreciate Him and treasure Him more. Studies show that children who choose to wait tend to make
better grades and live healthier and more satisfactory lives.
Zechariah and Elizabeth were faithful believers. He served as a priest, she was Mary’s cousin.
They had waited for years for a child but were barren. God sent the angel Gabriel to the Temple to
let Zechariah know that God was giving them a miracle. It was such a shock, and Zechariah had
steeled himself against any help from God here, that he would not believe- even the voice of an
angel. Yet in the end, John the Baptist’s birth was a great joy to both Zechariah, Mary, and later
Jesus. Pregnancy itself is both a blessing and a pain. As the baby grows the mother becomes
uncomfortable but hopeful. Waiting on God to heal our land is both painful and hopeful. But God
seeks to bless those who wait on Him. Meanwhile, it is important to find joy in the wait.
Action: Write down/tell someone one thing you waited for but eventually received that you
appreciated.
Prayer: Lord, as I wait, help me to anticipate your help and grace. May my waiting on you bring me
hope and even joy.
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12/16- Jesus, Author of Joy- No Matter What
Then Simeon blessed them and he said to Mary, the baby’s mother. “This child is destined to cause
many in Israel to fall, but he will be a joy to many…” (Luke 2:34)
Thoughts: God is the creator of the emotion of joy. Joy does not depend on circumstances. You can
lose your job and not be robbed of your joy. You can lose a relationship and not be robbed of your
joy. You can even lose your health and not be robbed of your joy. Only you can give away your joy.
Here Simeon blessed the holy family and said this child will be a joy to many. Jesus is the joy of
those who love Him. He brings hope, strength, and peace despite circumstances. You can see it in
the testimony of the Christian martyrs before their death, or in the very poorest who have nothing but
Jesus. The world will tell you that if you don’t have your health, blame Jesus. The world will tell you if
you recover from your health- credit medicine. But it is the opposite. All of life and good health is a
gift of the One who made us. When medicine works it is not just the chemicals but also the answered
prayer (there are some who take medicine and do not get well). But also, in God’s providence, if we
go to be with Him, that is not a terrible thing either. If we keep our vision fixed on Jesus, we do not
lose, but we win- joy now and in the life to come. Simeon’s prophecy has come true for many who
believe in Him. On the other hand, those who do not believe will have a hard time finding or even
understanding joy in Jesus.
On a personal note, today my doctor told me (after multiple tests and days) that my wife and I
didn’t get Covid. That is a joy too. I thank God for some earthly good news that means I can
continue to do the Lord’s work. If God leaves any of us here, it is to do something for Him with the
time we have. There is joy in the journey- whether uphill or downhill.
Action: Write in this book- how Jesus gave you joy today. ____________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Prayer: Jesus, thank you for your joy. May your joy flood over all the dark places of my soul. May your joy fill
me up and overflow to others and the world.
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12/17- Hope for Future Joy
“Weeping may remainfor a night, but joy comes in the morning.” (Psalm 30:5)
“Those who plant in tears will harvest with shouts of joy.” (Psalm 126:5)
Thoughts: In God, there is always hope for future joy. Weeping turns to joy; tears turn into praise. As we trust
God, He gives us hope in the middle of sadness and hope for joy on the other side of the valley we are walking
through.
Many are saying, “I can’t wait for 2020 to be over.” I wish that all our troubles will disappear in 2021. We
have had wildfires, the most hurricanes, and a worst pandemic in a hundred years, along with social and racial
unrest, and political division. Honestly, it is hard for me to watch the news because it seems like the news
purposefully says inflammatory things. We seem to have lost a sense of grace and a desire to be united. Stress
can easily take away grace. But there will not be stress like this forever.
So we hope you have hope in joy. Joy will come. Trust in God’s ability to bring you joy. It comes in
different ways- sometimes through a new friend, a new relative, a new job, or just an inspiring moment.
Action: Write down a time when your sadness turned to joy.
Prayer: Lord, help me to hope. Give me grace to see past the pain to healing, past the tears to joy.

22

12/18- “The Time Was Ripe” Galatians 4:4
“But when the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those
under the law, that we might receive adoption into sonship.”
Thoughts: God is in charge of tile. He made life- which is mechanically measured with time. 2020 is not out of
God’s control, but it is a part of God’s providential guiding of the world.
In the passage above, it infers that God had been building up to this moment, climaxing in the birth of Jesus
Christ. Just as a pregnant woman builds up to birth, so God’s history is building up to this special birth when
God came down to earth. It was this time- when there was the Pax Romana, when there were some of the best
intercontinental roads in history, when Greek was a common tongue because of Alexander’s reign a century
before, that God chose for the first spreading of the good news.
Early Christian theologians saw this verse and summed it up by saying, “God became man that we might
become [like] God. God sent His Son that we might be adopted as children. This was a big moment. God
humbled Himself in Jesus that we might be lifted up.
It should bring us hope that God is in charge of time- including 2020. It should bring us hope that God loves
us enough to come down to us in order to lift us up. As there is a ripe time for hope to come that first
Christmas, there is a ripe time when hope is fulfilled for us.
Action: What becomes ripe at Christmas? Oysters, cabbage, carrots, cranberries are all in season. What is
your favorite in season food? ______________________________________________________
Prayer: God, thank you that you are in charge of time. Help me to trust in you, and rely on you to lift us up
from this time into your blessing.

(an ornament from the Giving Tree)
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12/19- James 1:1-4 “Trials as Pure Joy”
2Consider it pure joy, my brothers, when you encounter trials of many kinds, 3because you know that the
testing of your faith develops perseverance. 4Allow perseverance to finish its work, so that you may be mature
and complete, not lacking anything.
Thoughts: Sometimes real joy shows itself in the midst of trials. Trials melt off the dross of fake joy. Fake joy
is a fake smile, or giving a persona when deep inside there is no fire of joy. But joy in trials comes when we are
able to trust in God in the middle of problems. So Jesus could say to his disciples: “In this world you will have
tribulation, but be of good cheer for I have overcome the world.” The joy comes from knowing that God will
use trials to make us better people. Our goal is not to be comfortable in life- but to honor God.
If 2020 was a measuring stick for trials, we should be extremely joyful. Our perseverance has been tested
like never before in our lifetime. Christians who can find joy here (without bragging about it- of course) are
growing into their maturity. Jesus came into our trial-filled world bringing with Him peace and hope of
salvation.
Action: Write down when a trial has made you a better person: _______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Prayer: Lord, give me joy despite problems and trials. Fill me with your joy and hope, even in tough times.
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12/20- Fourth Sunday of Advent Peace/Angels; Hebrews 1, “The Better Angels of Our Nature”
3The

Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His nature, upholding all
things by His powerful word. After He had provided purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand
of the Majesty on high. 4So He became as far superior to the angels as the name He has inherited is
excellent beyond theirs. 5For to which of the angels did God ever say: “You are My Son; today I have
become Your Father”? Or again: “I will be His Father, and He will be My Son”? 6And again, when God
brings His firstborn into the world, He says: “Let all God’s angels worship Him”… 14Are not the
angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?
Thoughts: Some people confuse all the supernatural in one lump without distinction. Some think we
will turn into angels when we die- but that is not what scripture says- but we will be “like the angels” in
that we will not be tempted and we will see God’s face. Some think that Jesus was just a superior
angel- even the highest of all angels. But the writer of Hebrews makes a special point to say that
Jesus is the Son of God who rules over all the universe- even over angels. Verse three is an
important verse among many confirming the divinity of Jesus- calling Him the exact representation of
his nature, the embodiment of the shekinah glory of the presence of God, the one who upholds (and
sustains all by His powerful word. Angels do not uphold, they just announce and minister.
Jesus is the One who is upholding the world right now. He is your personal sustainer too. The old
words were he “undergirds” us. He lifts us up. He supports us. He keeps the balance of things
balanced. We do not pray to angels, or to special people. We pray to the One who sustains us.
Action: Google an angel story on the internet, read it and discuss it with someone. Does the story
infer that we should worship angels?
Prayer: Jesus, you are greater than the angels. You alone are worthy of praise. Yet we thank you for
these ministering spirits who come to speak and encourage us.

(2019 Christmas play)
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12/21- Longest Night Service 6:00- Outside John 8:12- “Jesus as the Light in the Longest Night”
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."
Thoughts: We call this the longest night (and the shortest day) of the year- the winter equinox.
Christmas is not a celebration of winter (sorry Frosty, Olaf, Abominable, Rudolph, yuletide and
sleigh). I am grateful for that- as we don’t have much snow, reindeers, or snowmen around at
Christmas time in South Carolina. We are roughly the same climate as Jerusalem (same basic
latitude from the equator). Yet, the coming of Jesus is like the rising of the sun on a dark morning, or
light piercing and penetrating the darkness. Darkness is used in scripture to symbolize not being able
to see, being lost, stumbling, and yes… evil. The ancient pagans feared darkness. The Nordic tribes
were afraid the sun would not rise as they would stay in perpetual darkness in the arctic circle.
In 2020, we have had one dark night after another. One tragedy, disaster, or setback has come
after another. I have heard very smart people speak as if this darkness and time will never end. But
because THE Light has come, we know that darkness will not go on forever on earth or in heaven.
The hope is not in a vaccine. The hope is found in we, the living trusting in the One who gives and
sustains life. Tonight we gather to pray for an end to the tragic, to hurt, but especially to despair. We
wait for the light to come as watchmen wait for the morning.
Action: Name one thing that sustains you in dark times. ________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Prayer: Lord, help me to walk in the light as you are in the light. Help me to have fellowship with you
and others.
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12/22- Luke 2: 28-38 “The Peaceful People Waiting- Simeon and Anna”
took Him in his arms and blessed God, saying: 29“Sovereign Lord, as You have promised,You
now dismiss Your servant in peace. 30For my eyes have seen Your salvation, 31which You have
prepared in the sight of all people, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your people
Israel.” 33The Child’s father and mother were amazed at what was spoken about Him. 34Then Simeon
blessed them and said to His mother Mary: “Behold, this Child is appointed to cause the rise and fall of
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35so that the thoughts of many hearts will
be revealed— and a sword will pierce your soul as well.” 36There was also a prophetess named Anna,
the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher, who was well along in years. She had been married for
seven years, 37and then was a widow to the age of eighty-four.f She never left the temple, but worshiped
night and day, fasting and praying. 38Coming forward at that moment, she gave thanks to God and
spoke about the Child to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
28Simeon

Thoughts: In a time of darkness, there were those who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. They had
not given up on redemption like the secularists and Herodians, nor avoided the redemption- heading for the hills
as the Essenes, or trying taken the redemption into political or military ways like the zealots. Simeon was told
he would get to see the Messiah with his own eyes before he died. Anna also was waiting for the Messiah, and
knew many more who were waiting on the Messiah to come.
We are all waiting. We are not waiting for life to end. We are waiting for redemption- the giving of meaning
and hope to life. God comes to give new meaning to life, to forgiveness, to love, to hope. Some say you start a
journey toward death with your first breath or first step. That is utter negative despair. Rather we head toward
the God who made us- giving eternal meaning to our words, our actions, our lives. To wait on God means to
trust that God is going to come and bless us.
Action: Who are some older adults who have faith? Send them a card tonight wishing them a Merry Christmas.

(Caroling at Presbyterian Community)
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12/23- Luke 2:8-12 “The Angel Outside”
8And

there were shepherds residing in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks by
night. 9Just then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! For behold, I bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the people: 11Today in the city of David a Savior has been
born to you. He is Christ the Lord! 12And this will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”
Thoughts: I was sharing with someone recently that we were going to try to have our 5:00 Christmas Eve
service outside, and they got so sad. I am not sure why- I guess habits die hard and our sanctuary at Christmas
is so beautiful. But the first Christmas was mainly spent outside. It perhaps is even more appropriate that we
try to have something outside at Christmas. We feel the cold- so did Mary, Joseph, and the baby. It probably
was dark when they arrived in Bethlehem and found no room at the inn. Wandering around with a baby about
to come, in the cold is not pleasant.
The angel also came to those who stayed outside all the time- the shepherds. They were told that a Savior
was born. These shepherds kept the lambs to be sacrificed at the Temple. Jesus would be our Savior because
He was born to die like these lambs the shepherds were raising outside.
In a dark 2020 there is good news of great joy! Believe the angel’s message to not fear.
Action: Make plans to come to the Christmas Eve service. One of the symbols of angels are starts. When you
look up at the stars outside- imagine the angels coming to the shepherds that first Christmas.
Prayer: Lord, thank you that your coming embodies the message of avoiding fear but instead enjoying the good
news of great joy that is for every single person.

(Live animals at LMPC)
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12/24 Christmas Eve- 5:00 outside service (glow sticks); 7:00 inside (candles)Luke 2:7-20 “The first Christmas was Outside”
8And

there were shepherds residing in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks by night. 9Just
then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! For behold, I bring you good news of
great joy that will be for all the people: 11Today in the city of David a Savior has been born to you. He
is Christ the Lord! 12And this will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and
lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there appeared with the angel a great multitude of the heavenly
host, praising God and saying: 14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom His
favor rests!” 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”
16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph and the Baby, who was lying in the manger. 17After
they had seen the Child, they spread the message they had received about Him. 18And all who heard
it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things and
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, which was just as the angel had told them.
Thoughts: Christmas is often celebrated inside around a fire or with a warm house and a tree. But at the first
Christmas the holy family wandered around with no room in the inn. They were shown to perhaps the last bit of
shelter in town- a place where the animals stayed. Most scholars believe that these animals stayed in a cave. If
you go to Bethlehem today- you will see a huge church- the church of the Nativity built around a cave.
The angel came to shepherds probably sitting around a fire outside watching the sparks ascend into the sky.
But in between the sparks they saw a different kind of light. Then they hear a voice telling them of good news
of great joy for everyone. The shepherds were not the most noble. They were next to the homeless- sleeping
and working outside all the time. Yet they were included in the “everyone” here that the good news was for.
You are too. The good news is for you. Don’t believe it is only for the nice, the ones who never miss a Sunday
in church. The good news of great joy is for all.
Then myriads upon myriads of angels appeared praising God- giving Him glory for the humility, beauty and
love of Jesus coming. This left no doubt that they heard and saw the messengers of God speaking to their need
on a cold night.
Action: Where is the highest angel in your house?
Prayer: Lord, may your glory be evident everywhere but especially in my life.
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12/25 Christmas! The Christ Candle is lit in the center. John 1:1-14 “The Light of All People”

1In

the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the
beginning. 3Through Him all things were made, and without Him nothing was made that has been made. 4In Him
was life, and that life was the light of men. 5The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
9The true Light who gives light to every man was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and though the
world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him. 11He came to His own, and His own did not
receive Him. 12But to all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become
children of God— 13children born not of blood, nor of the desire or will of man, but born of God.14The Word
became flesh and made His dwelling among us.b We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Sonc from
the Father, full of grace and truth.
Thoughts: God does not discriminate- yet He made people different. These differences make things beautiful.
We all are in darkness, and we all need light. He came to all who would receive Him. This is an important
phrase, for it does not invite us to think of those who don’t receive Him as much as to think of simply receiving
Him ourselves. He does not discriminate between people- He only wants us to receive Him.
In our 2020 time, we need to see more of His glory and less of the darkness. Let His light glow in your
hearts. No matter how dark times get, they will not overcome His light. Remember your hope this Christmas!
May you have a Merry Christmas this year- full of hope for a new year and grace toward those around you.
Action: Light the Christ candle and wish someone “Merry Christmas!”
Prayer: Lord, thank you for Christmas! Help me to be a Christ-like person to those around me.
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